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My BRET HREN. 

2 220 have devoted your ſelves to ſerve 
& Chriſt in the . Miniſterial Character. 
We are all Witneſſes, this Day, to 
your Solemn Vows, and have offered 


up our o_ ” that you may obtain Mercy of the 
Lord 10 be faithful *. I am to cloſe the Service 
with an Exhortation, ſuitable to that good York - 
on which you are entered, with Honeſt Minds, we 
believe, on your Part, and with the Approbation 
of all, that know you, and have at heart the Re- 
deemer's Intereſt, As 'tis at your Requeſt I have 
undertaken this Province, 1 may hope, your Candor 
will excuſe any Defects in the Management of it. 
To inſiruct you, I pretend not: My higheſt Aim 
is only to put you in mind of a few things, by 
a due "Regard to which, I ehe, you will 
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A CAR e delivered at the 
fulfil your Miniſtry , with Honour to your great 
Maſter, with Uſe 425; oh to FSI and with on. 
fert to your ſelves. 

5 ph I would offer to your Thoughts, on chi 
Occaſion, relates, 


WE 
os -- 


I. To the Religion of your Minds. . 
II. To your Converſation in the World. 
III. To. Jour Publick Miniſtrations. 


The Diviſion of our ir Thoughts under theſe 
Three Heads will be of great Uſe to us; as it 
will lead us more diſtinctly to confider the true 
Meaſure of our Duty, the Weigbt of our Office, 
and our great Concern in the due Performance of 
N. . obſerve. ä 


Fr r, That the Religion ſeatgd in your Minds 
os be rational, ſerious, and exalted. 


It is the peculiar Glory of the Chriſtian Infli- 
Zution, that it treats Men, as Men, as reaſonable 
Creatures. It requires a reaſonable Faith*, and a 
_ reaſonable Service That there may be a proper 
Concern here, reccive, my Brethren, this Word 
of. Exhortation. 1 


| Begin 
Col. iv. 17. 
1 Heb. xi. 1. N. 
5 Rom, xii. I. Angry Invoſtives axoind RenGon are no 


more to be juſtified, than extravagant Commendations of it. 
Reaſon is that Faculty of the Mind, by which we diſcern the 
| Nature and Relations of things; the Difference between Truth 
and Falſhood, Right and Wrong; ; by which we judge of the 
Evidences, the Expediency, and * of Revelation. To 
this 


ON DIN AT ION ef, Sc. 3 
Begin right. Lay the Foundation deep and firma 
then build on it whatever is juſt and good, worthy 
and noble, till the Structure be complete in Moral 
Beauty. Acquaint your ſelves with G. Fix in 
your Minds juſt Notions of the Divine Perfections, 
and Government. Conſider carefully the Immy- 
table Nature of Good and Evil ; the Certainty of 
FIRST, ETERNAL PRINCIPLES ”,—Stud 


well the great Evidences of the Goſpel, that noblen 


| Scheme of Truth and Salvation; its Internal Cha- 
racter; the Excellency of its Doctrine; the Purity 


x 


— 


— 


this God himſelf graciouſ] appeals, as .to the Equity of his 
Proceedings 3'O Houſe of Ifrael, is not my Way equal? Are not 
your Ways unequal ? Ezek. xviil. 25. Elſewhere he ſays, Come 


now and let us reaſon together. Iſa. i. 18. —Qur Saviour himſelf 


is very angry with the Zews for not exerting their Reaſon : 


of your ſelves, ſays he, judge ye not what is right ? Luke xl. 


| $7,,——1 ſpeak as to wiſe Men, ſays St. Paul, judge ye what T 

Jay. 1 Cor. x. 15. I may add further, that when the Apoſtle 
(who had the Gitt of Tongues and of Miracles) forced Felix to 
_ tremble, tis remarkable, that he applied himſelf to neither one 

or the other of theſe ſupernatural Powers, but that he rea- 
| foned from the Nature of Things, and out of the Scriptures. 
A, xvii. 2: As xxiv. 25. By ſo doing, that mighty and 
ſucceſsful Preacher has ſhewed us that one Sort, indeed the ge, 
Sort, of good Preaching, conſiſts in good Argying.———Both Rea- 
ſon and Revelation are the Gifts, the Voice of God, and God 


cannot contradit himſelf. Chriſtianity, as it lies in the Goſpel, 
and ftripp'd of every human Mixture, is, queſtionleſs, the moſt 
reaſonable thing in the World: Its Doctrines are all worthy of 


God, and conducive to the Happineſs of Men; and though ſome 
of them could not be diſcovered by Reaſon, and others cannot 
| be fully comprebended by it, yet none of them contradi it. 


Job xxii. 21. $0 3 | | 

7 Communis intelligentia nobis notas res efficit, eaſque in ani- 

mi noftris inchoavit, ut honeſta in virtute ponantur, in vitiis 
turpia. Hæc autem in opinione exiſtimare, non in natura poſita, 
dementis eſt. Cic. de Leg. Lib. 1. c. 16. a 
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6 A Chase delivered at the 
of its Precepti, and the Strength of its Moti ues 
The External" Proof; the Atteſtation by Miracles; 
the Accompliſhment of Prophecies, and its won- 
drous Progreſs againſt all Oppoſition from the Bi- 
gotry of the Vulgar, the Power of the Great, and 
the H/ifdom of Philoſophy, without the Aſſiſtance 
of \ Authority and Force, or any of the evil Arts of 
Fraud and Caming*: All thefe things together 
_ amount to a Demonſtration, that He, who is cal- 
led CnRISTH, was the Meſſiah, the long expected 
Prophet, the King of Iſrael, the Saviour of Man- 
ind. The Religion of Jeſus invites Examina- 
tion, and ſhines the brighter for being try'd. Let 
your Belief of it be the Effect of honeſt Inqui- 
Ty, and rational Conviction. Take your Account 
of it, not from Human Compoſures, but from the 
ORIGINAL RECORDS of the New Tejfta- 
ment. This is your Duty; this, your Privilege, 
us Men, as Chriſtians, and as Miniſters.” The God, 
whom yon ſerve in the Goſpel of bis San, will 
with Pleaſure behold your ſober and diligent Pur- 
fois after Knowledge ; by his good Spirit pre- 
ſerve you from deftruftive Error, and lead you 
into every Truth, neceſſary to Salvation. e Se- 
erer ih tbe Lord is * home e * Ants and 
DEED" 7 "—_ | 
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ba 3 in 1 and the Meek wall be teach 
bis — 9, If any. Man. will do his Will, be hall 

know of the Doctrine, whether it be of G. 
Be not content with your preſent Attainmentg 


in Knowledge or Holineſs, but be daily going on 


toward Perfection. In order. to this, converſe 
much with God and your own Souls, in the re- 
tired Exerciſes of Devotion. Secret Prayer is an 
Expreſſion. of Piety, and alſo a Mean of improving 
it. This exobles our Natures, reſines the Soul, 


and ſoftens the Mind into à Forgetfulneſs of 


Mrath, Malice, and every turbulent, diſguietiug 
Paſſion. By this the Heart is kept in good Tem- 

No . Reſolut ions are confir med, and 'the 
Graces of the Spirit are awakeneg. - I need not 
enlarge here, but beg leave to fay, there can be 
no ſuch thing, as vital Religion, an eſtabliſbed, 


growing Virtue, where this is neglected :. Give 


Attendance therefore to Prayer, and abound therein 
with Thankſgivings . Your Work domands it of 
you: Your Comfort, and, in a Set rel or 


ne in 00 6 


The careful Obſervance of chis things here Rs 
geſted, will, I am perſaaded, be attended with 


great Advantages to hour ſelves, and to others. 


Hereby you will triumph over the ¶Mulis of 


Infidelity and the $hocks of Tempration. Hereby 
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8 ._4'CHarcGt delivered at the 


you will be ſecured from all: Opinions, that are 
diſhonourable to God, or contrary to the Grace 
of the Golpel'z. from all Opinions, that encourage 


Preſumption, or drive to Deſpair. Vou will not 


place the Main of your Religion in outward For- 
mality, or injurious Zeal; but in Purity of Heart, 


and Probity of Life. Vour Virtue will not be 


wavering and inconftant 3 but ſteady and uni- 
form. Your Obedience will hot be clouded with 
Melancholy, or diſguiſed with Things fanciful and 
uſeleſs; but be chearful and unaffected. You 


will be truly religious without the uneaſy Mix- 
tures of Supenſtition, and 2 one" Your the 


undue Hears: of Enthafiaſm. ' ; 
Then, your-clear. and rational Conceptions of 
Thiogs will qualify you to repreſent Religion in 
a juſt and engaging Light to others. Lou will be 
always prepared to «unveil. ſpecious Error, and to 
defend the Goſpel with Judgment, Honour, and 
Sacceſs, againſt all the Cavils of irs moſt ſubtle Ad- 
verſaries. Lou will be more ſolicitous to gain 
Men to the Tutb, as it if in Jiſus +, and to 
fab ſtantial Goodneſs, than to the little Peculi- 
arities of Sects and Parties. Your own Experience 
of a Divine Temper, wrought in you by the Spirit 
of God, will help you the better to deſcribe and 
preſs it upon thoſe, who are under your Care. You 
will teach with Authority, and ſpeak of the great 


| Redeemer, as of one, in whom you have your 


5 {etves | believed, nd. MATT 48s do fine 
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OR 4 Epbeſ. iv. 21. 


| OxDINAT ION of, Ge. 2 
cerely love. My Brethren,” Be rationally reli- 
ligious z cheriſh an habitual Seriou/peſ5- of Spirits 
preſs on to the nobleſt Heights of univerſal Good- 
nels, and give Diligence to make your Calling and 
Elefion jure; leſt, while you preach to the Sal- 
vation of Others, you your ſelves become We 
aueh 5. This leads me to obſerve, 


"Sn COND L Y. That your Converſation in the 
World mult be regular and exemplary. This your 
Office and Character demand of you: This God 
and Man expect from you; and without this, all 
| Your other Miniſterial Gifts are vain. Of how 
great Conſequence it is to Religion, that they, 
who miniſter in holy Things, ſhould be Men of 


unblemiſbed Character, the Reaſon of the Thing, Z 


the Power of Example, and the Conſent of all 
Mankind, . Lorne convince us. Religion 
ſhould, undoubtedly, be practiſed for what it is 


in it elf z and ſome there are of ſo noble and ra- 


tional a Make, that they love to conſider Matters 
in their own native Light, abſtracted from the 
Sentiments of others; and, upon ſufficient Con- 
viction of their Reaſonableneſs and Goodneſs, dare 
believe and practiſe them: But with the Bulk 
of Mankind it is quite otherwiſe. They know 
not how to admire any thing, but what comes re- 
commended to them by their Senſes. Man is 

ſo formed by Nature, that Examples have a very 
great WOO upon him, whether good or 10 
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Dry Precepts affect but little: Example touches 
the Eye, and thereby affects the Heart. The fin- 


cere Piety, the active Goodneſs of the Miniſter, 


ſteals upon the Affections, and commands the Re- 
ſpect of his People. This gives Weight to his 
Counſels, Edge to his Reproofs, and Efficacy to 
his Exhortations : But the irregular Life of the 
Miniſter does great Diſſervice to the Intereſt of 
Religion, and has a pernicious Influence on the 


Morals of the People: It ſtaggers the Faith of 


ſome, and confirms Unbelievers in their fidelity. 


The Inſtructions of ſuch a one are bafied by his 


Practice, and his Conduct gives the Lye to all his 


Pretenſions. Offences, even ſuch as Theſe, will come; 
but Mo to him, by whom they come. Far better 
for that Man, be had never been — 5 

Far would I be from inſinuating, that the Bleſ⸗ 


ſing of Ordinances depends on the Holineſs of the 
Perſon who adminiſters them: To uppoſi this is 


the higheſt AZ/urdity ; to aſſert it, I fear, is Blaſ 
phemy. The Benefit of Divine Ordinances are in 
God's own Hands : They come from himſelf, and 


are diſpenſed by him according to the inward 


Diſpoſition and Dualification of them, who wait - 
for them. — Yet, ſure I am, no one can do 
much Good, whom the People do not think a 
good Man. — Both Plato and Tully make Virtue ' 
a neceſſiry Qualification in the political Orator ® : 


Much: more neceſſary muſt this be in the Criſtian 


Orator, 


os 4 
* 


1 


25 Matt. xyiii, Tz + | 8 Mar. xiv. 21. 
Caput eſſe arbitratur Oratoris, ut & ip, apud quos 


agerer, ralis, qualem ipſe oprarer, videretur. Id efficere 


Vitæ Dignitate,—Cicer a Orat, | Ur 


ORDIX AT ION of, G. at 


Orator, whoſe proper Buſineſs is to explain the 4 


| Principles, and to recommend the Practice of Reli- 
gion to Mankind.—lIr is an een Canon, 
that a Biſbop muſt be blameleſs ; 

So important is the MoRAL Cnandcrer, 


that I will not fear to aſſert, that a Miniſter 


ol ill Morals is really 20 Miniſter at all, and for- 
Feits all Claim ro Reſpe&. He has no Right to 
' _ exerciſe the Paſtoral Office in the Chriſtian 


Church, of which he. is not ſo much as a Mem- 


ber. He has no Right from the Nature of the 
Thing: He has no Right by Virtue. of 4 Divine 
Appointment. If the Chriſtian Faith and Practice 
be 2 to the Character of a Chriſtian, it muſt 

be efential to the Character of a Chriſtian Mi- 
niſter, and the Want of it muſt certainly defroy 
that Character. It really degrades ſober Reaſon- 
ing to attempt to prove this by formal Argument. 
Thanks be to God, we live in an Age that is a little 


too knowing to be amuſed with florid Harangues 


on the indelible Character, and uninterrupted Suc- 
ceſſion *. *Tis juſtly expected, that the publick 


3 | "+. Feaghers  - 


Ur enim, fi grammaticum ſe i ain barbare 
loquatur aut "i abſurde canat is, qui ſe habert velit Muſi- 
cum, hoc turpior fit, duale in eo Ipſo peccet, cujus pro- 
fitetur Scientiam: Sic Philoſophus, 5 ratione vitæ peccans, 


hoc turpior eſt, quod in Officio, cujus Magiſter eſſe vult, 


labitur, artemque vitæ profeſſus delinquit in vita., 
Cic. Tuſe. II. 4. 
Demus id, quod nullo modo fieri poteſt, idem ingenii, 
Studii, 3 ſſimo atque optimo viro ; uter melior 
dicetur Orator ? View rum qui homo quoque melior. 


11 Jim. iii. 2. [ umt. Tis 12 Inſtit. Orat. c. 1. 


2 The Popes were, for a long Time, in the Judgment of 
Baronius, ſuch as no Man . allow to be lawful Os 
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12 4 CHaRcr delivered at the 
Teachers of Religion ſhould avoid the Sins wy 
preach againſt, and practiſe the Duties they pre 
upon others. If they live and act thus, they be- 
come the ęreateſt Bleſſings to civil Society, and 
deſerve the publick Efteem But if they abuſe 
their Calling, and are Examples of Unrighteonſ- 
neſs, they become the greateſt Miſchiefs to Soci- 
ety, and are the ſure Objects of Scorn and Con- 
tempt. a Ne ay 
The Sum of all is this: The Miniſters of the 
Goſpel muſt firſt reverence themſelves, before they 
can expect that others ſhould reverence them: Re- 
verence themſelves; not by aſſuming Honburs that 
do not belong to them, nor by iinportunately claim- 
ing thoſe that do, but by their excellent Lives and 
Cbhriſtian Dotftrine *. | : 

I ſpeak this, my Brethren, with Freedom; be- 
cauſe I. know 'tis agreeable to your "own Senſe. 
of Things. You have given the World chu e 
ing Proofs of your ſtrict Regard to Go p and 'RE+ 
L1IGIONz to TRUTH and VIX TVE. Go on 
to be the ſame pious, honeſt Men. Your Pro- 
feſſion ſets you on a Hill, and your Behaviour 
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Tunc fedifima Romanz'Ecdefiz facies,” cum Röm domli- 


—— 


narentur ſordidiſime Meritrices, quarum arbitfio intruderentur 


in Sedem Petri Amaſi Pleudo Pontifices Quis enim a Scortis 
intruſos fine lege legitimos dicere poſſit Romanos fuiſſe Pontifices. 
FF 5 5 og Baron. Annal. 
There is nothing, I hope, in this Diſcourſe, which can 72 
offend. I have endeavoured to expreſs my ſelf with all the. 
\ Tenderneſ, conſiſtent with P/ain-dealing, and, God knows, not 
with a Deſign to upbraid. If I have, in any Part, uſed a Free- 
dom, the Importance of the Subject muſt be my Excuſe. * 


ORDñI NATION ef, Gc. 13 
ruumbt be bid. The Eyes of Mankind are upon 
on. The Good regard you to rejoice in your 
Virtue, and to imitate the escellent Pattern; the 
Bad, to glory in your Fuilings, and tò ſupport 
themſelves from ibence in cheir Vices. This Si- 

tuation requires great Care, chat you do nothing 
Thit may ſain your Character, or / grace your 
Function; nothing, that may grieve the Herts 
of the Pious, or open the Mouths of the Profune. 
i . | O Men 


n Nennen inne 
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I could eaſily protluce many Paſfages from the Sacred 
189 Sriptures, and alſo from other Writings, ancient and modern, 
to ſupport what is here aſſerted. The Reader will allow 
me to take the Advantage of ſubjoining the few that follow: 
Sd ſaid to the wicked Prieſt under the Law, What baft 
thou to do te declare my Statutes, or that thou ſbouldſt take my 
Covenant in thy Mouth. Pſ. 1. 16.—Qur Bleſſed Lord gives this 
Direction to his Diſciples, Beware of falſe Prophets, by 
their Fruits ye ſball know them. Matt. vii. 15, 16.———St., Paul 
commands the Brethren, in the Name of our Lord Jefns Ghrift, 
zo 2 HDRAW from every Brother that wwalketh diſorderly. 
2 Theff. iii. 6. Cs ip | 
| Treneus ſays, We ought to withdraw. from thoſe Presbyters 
? who ſerve their Pleaſures, and have not the Fear of God in 
| their Hearts. Presbyteri, qui ſerviunt ſuis yoluptaribus, 
non præponunt timorem Dei in cordibus ſuis, Sc. ab 
omnibus igitur talibus abſiſtere oportet. Lib. 4. 44. p. 278. 
It was decreed by the firſt Nicene Council, Can. 2. He that 
bad committed AuagTiue Ti Vu any carnal Luſt, eau 
o TotsT05 Ts KAnn muſt ceaſe from being of the Clergy. g 
The Church of England requires Teſtimonials of the good 
Life and Converſation of Candidates Can. 34.— Ir ap- 
< pertaineth to the Diſcipline of the Church, that Enquiry 
8 S made of evil Minifters, and that ſuch as be found guilty 
© be depoſed.” Art. 26. On this Article Biſhop. Burnet re- 
; marks thus. A main Part of the Diſcipline of the Primi- 
: * tive Church lay heavieſt on the Clergy ; and ſuch of 
them as apoſtatized, or fell into ſcandalous Sins, even upon 
their Repentance, were, indeed, received into the Peace 
By © of the Chirch, but they were appointed to commu- 
f nicate among the Laity, and were never after that 8 g 
8 mitte 
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O Men of Cod“ Flee theſe Things : and follow 


after Righteouſneſs +. Be Examples to the Believers 
in Word, in 8 in Charity, in Spirit, in 
Faith, in Purity *. Approve your ſelves as the Mi- 
nifters of God, by Pureneſs, by Knowledge, by Long- 
ſuffering, by Kindueſi, by Love unfeigned, by the 
Word of Truth, and by the Armour of Righteouſ- 
neſs*. In all things ſhew your ſelves Faun * 


good Warks '. 
The advanced Piety of our Fathers in the Mi- 


niſtry, did eminently conduce to their remarkable 


Succeſs. Ir has been ſaid of us, who arc enter'd 
on their Labours, that we are grown very remiſs 
as to Religion, and come very ſhort of their Piety 
and Goodneſs. I fear, this Charge has ſome Truth 
in it, tho* probably, as coming from Some, it has 


more of Malict-——My Brethren, let it be your 


Care, 


* mitted to the Body of the Clergy, or to have a 8 in 
their Privileges. Burnet's Expoſ. Art. xxvi. p. 297. 298. 

© A Biſhop, or Presbyter, or Deacon, who indulges himſelf 
in Dice or Drinking, either let him leave of thoſe Practices, 


or let him be deprived. Biſhop Beveridge on the Apoſtol. Ca- 


nons. 
The learned Biſhop of London appears to be of the fame 

Opinion in his firſt excellent Paſtoral Letter, in which his 
Lordſhip ſays, p. 52. Whether therefore we regard the Na- 
* ture and Original of their Office, or the Work they are 
« employ'd about; they are to be conſidered as God's Mini- 
fers, unleſs they forfeit their Title to Reſpe by living un- 
« ſuitably to their Character. In which Caſe I am very ſar 
from recommending them either to your Love or Eſteem, ſince 


I know 'tis impoffible for you to pay either; there being no 


« Perſon fo truly the Object of Ab horrence and Contempt in the 
« Sight of all good Men, as a Miniſter of the Goſpel, who, by 
his irregular Life, renders himſelf unworthy of his Func- 
* tion and Character. 

*1 Tim. viii. 1 Tim. iv. 12. e % 


ORDINATION of, &c. 15 
Care, and let it be mine, to avoid, not only every 


| thing blameable, but every thing ſuſpicious. Let 


it be your Ambition, and let it be mine, to excel 
in Holineſs, and in Propriety of Behaviour. Thus 


We ſhall, in great Meaſure, ſtop the Mouth of 
eee and filence the invidious Charge. Then 


ſhall we be able, with a good Grace, to defend 


the Cauſe of Religion by our Arguments, when 


we adorn it by our Example. 


There are certain Virtues which I would parti. 
cularly recommend to your Regard ; becauſe, 


they will, in a peculiar Manner, contribute to your 
Acceptance and Succeſs. They are ſuch, as follow: 


I. HumiLiTyY and MEEKNESS are Orna- 

ments of great Luſtre. Theſe brighzen every other 
Excellence, and entitle to univerſal Reſpect : 
but a haughty Diſpoſition, and an imperious Con- 
duct are diſpleaſing in all ; but doubly diſpleaſing 
in the Miniſters of the lowly Jeſus. Wherefore, 


my Brethren, if you would do any Good in the 


World, be not aſſuming to your ſelves, or over- 
bearing to others. Let your Eye never acquire 
the diſdainful Caſt, or your Lips aſſume the 


inſolent Tone. Let your whole Deportment be 


affable and obliging. Receive Injuries from Men 
with Meekneſs, and Corrections from God with 


Patience. Bear the Admonitions of Friends with a 


gentle Teraper, and ſuſtain the Reproaches of 
Enemies with a Calmneſs of Soul. Be flow to 
Anger, but ſwiſt to forgive. Mind not high 


— 55 things, 


James i. 19. 
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things, but condeſcend to Men of law. Eftate , to 


the Meanelt, for their Good to Edification *. 4 add 


true Humility. Pride will ſometimes creep, that 


ig may ſoar; and ſooth, that it may afterwards 


. 


I would not be thoughe to encourage an af 
felted Fawning, or flattering Compliments. Such 
low Practices the generous Mind will ſcorn, and 
ſtrict Religion does not allow. You may be 
humble without being mean and ſervile. Civility 
and Complaiſance are, without queſtion, to be ex- 
preſſed to all with whom we converſe, whatever 
their moral Character may be; and there are great 


Condeſcenſiont to be made to ſome, whoſe Cha- 


racters may in ſeveral Reſpects be diſagreeable to 
us, ſo long as we have any Proſpect by this Means 
of re forming them. But Familiarities with Men 


who are a Reproach to Nature, and a Scandal to 
Religion, beyond what neceſſary Civility, or a real 


Proſpect of reclaiming them requires, you will 
avoid with uncommon Care, if you have common 


Piety and common Prudence.——=My Brethren, as 


you value the Honour of your Mafter, the Credit 
of his Religion, and your own Uſefulneſs in your 
Office, againſt Pride, a lordly domineering Spirit, 
and every thing that has the Appearance of ir, 
guard with the utmoſt Care. A w/e Sobriety of 
Thought do you always maintain : A mild Dig- 
nity, an ingenious Simplicity, and unaffected Mo- 
defy thro* the whole GOT do you ever preſerve. - 

1 


„ IAG. x g 


Rem xi. 16. „ n#® ROW. XY. the 


Let the ſame Mind be in you, which was alſo in 


Cbriſt Jeſus; who, tho' he was in the Form of © 


God, took upon him the Form of a Servant , 
and came not to be miniſtred unto, but to miniſter *. 
In this Way you will magnify your Office. This 
Behaviour will recommend you to God, and en- 
dear you to Men. He that humbleth himſelf, ſhall 
be exalted +. | | | x: 


2. Further, Generous BenNzvoLENCE and 
univerſal CHARI TX are amiable Graces, that 
both deſerve and attract Eſteem. To inſpire Men 


with this happy Temper, is one Deſign of the 


Chriſtian Diſpenſation. It is fitted above all others, 
to ſweeten the Paſſions, to enlarge the Heart, and 
to make Men Friends. The Goſpel, indeed, re- 
commends and enjoins the Practice of every Vir- 
tue; but pure, unconſin d Benevolence, it inculcates 
with peculiar Force; and on this it lays the 
greateſt Streſs, declaring it to be the Completion 
and End of all Religion *. Its Divine Author 
makes this, the diſtinguiſhing Characteriſtick of 
Chriſtians *, and he practiſed ir himſelf to Per- 
fectiun. For he was all mild and beneficent. He 

gave 


. Phil. ii. „ n. xx. 28. 4 Luke xiv. 11. 
Matt. v. 48. 1 Tim. i. 5. * Fobn xiii. 35. 


7 The Intrinfick Excellence of the Chriſtian Religion proves 


it to be moſt worthy of God, and is a ſtrong preſumptive Mark 
of its Truth and Divine Original: I don't fay this alone is ſuf- 
ficient to evince it to be properly an /n/titution from Heaven ; 
to make out this Point, we mult likewiſe bring in the Conſide- 
ration of the Miracles, that were wrought for the Confirmation 
of it. However, the Conſideration of the Intrinſick Goodneſs 
of Chriſtianity may, at leaſt, _— it the Attention of = 
: h an 
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human Nature in civil and religious Concerns;— 


) 


18 ACHnarcs delivered at the 
gave Feet to the Lame, Eyes to the Blind, Ears 


to the Deaf, and the Goſpel to rhe Poor. Tho' 
he was expoſed to all forts of evil Treatment, and 


had a very lively Senſe of rhe Indignitiss, that 
were offered him; yet he never rendred Evil for 
Evil, or Railing for Railing 9. He went about 
doing Good *. This was the great Buſineſs of his 
Life, and this muſt be the peculiar Study of thoſe, 
who have the Honour to ſerve him in the Mini- 


ſtry. The very Deſign of the Inſtitution is to do 
Good to the Bodies and Souls of Men, and to 
help on the Happineſs of both. Let the World ſee, 


my Brethren, that your Hearts glow with this God- 
like Principle. Approve your ſelves the Friends 
of God and Chrift, by being the Friends of Man- 
kind; —by ſtrenuouſly afſerting the ju Rights of 


by 


5 p 8 8 
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and incline all, who have any Senſe of Humanity and Virtue, 


to wiſh well to an Inſtitution, the great Deſign of which is fo 
evidently benevolent and uſeful : This may prevent their taking 
up any groundleſs Prejudires againſt it, and much more, their 
uſing any difhoneft Arts for overthrowing it. But Experience 
teaches us, that there are no Truths ſecure from Miſconſtruc- 
tion; and to which Ignorance and minute Philoſophy, a curſory Re- 


fection, or Perverſentſ; of Temper, will not give a /ow and invi- 


dious Turn. That ſublime Scheme of Benewolence, laid down 
in the Goſpel, has been objected againſt, as neither preſcribing 

nor recommending thoſe two Inſtances of Benevolence, private 
Friend/pip, and the Lope of our Country. But how groundleſs 


the Objection ! Theſe Affections, as far as they have any thin 
truly rational and excellent in them, are included in, and mu 


be intirely ſubſervient to, the great Law of zniverſal Benevs- 
vwolence. When particular Unions, and the contrated A ffeftions 
of Friends or Country interfere with this Law, and diſſolve 
higher Obligations, they are neither /audab/e nor innocent; but 
inglorious and detrimental. | | {39 


+ Matt. xi. 6. 1 Pet. iii. 9. As x. 38, 


* r —— 


E DINATION wy Ge. 15 
by adminiſtring proper Directions and Aſifance 
to thoſe of your Charge, that are in Circum- 
ſtances of Diſtreſs ; — by rejoicing with them "ou 
do rejoice, and by weeping with them that weep ; — _ 
by all the occaſional kind Offices of good Neigh- 
bourhood. Be ready to diſtribute, and willing to 
communicate. As you have Opportunity, and Abi- 
lity, do good to all * ; bur never allow your 
| ſelves to flander, or injure am Man in any kind, 
much leſs, upon account of Religion and Matters 
of Conſcience. On every Occaſion ſay all the 
Good you can of every body, and never ſpeak 
Evil of any; unleſs there be ſome other Reaſon 
for it, beſides barely that it is true. Indulge in 
Jour ſelves, and, as much as you can, promote 
in others, a Catholic Spirit, a Spirit of Love; 
which is the Spirit of Jeſus, of the Goſpel, and 
the Spirit of Heaven. Above all things put on 
Charity ; the Ardour of which let no ungrateful 
Returns cool, no Difference of Opinion reſtrain, 
nor the greateſt Injuries bear down. 
This noble Virtue will keep you clear from the 
fordid Purſuits of Avarice, and from all Narrow | 
 ScueMEs. Ir will prevent the Ruffle of your 
own Minds under. Difficultics, and ſilence the 
Paſſions of others.—It will ten Prejudices, and 
diſarm Malice it ſelf.— It will ſecure you from 
giving juſt Cauſe of Offence, and from zaking. it 
without Cauſe.— It will make you ealy of Acceſs 
to thoſe, who apply to you for Advice, with Re- 
2 WY - gud. 


»” wo a 


1 Tim, vi. 18. Gal. vi. 10. Col. in. 14. 


30 0 HARGE delivered at the 
gard to their Spiritual Concernments, and like wiſe 
diſpoſe you, at proper times, to viſit all the People 


of your Charge, the Poor as well as the Rich.— 


It will put Life into the whole of your Miniſtry, 


and make you unwearied in your Endeavours to 
gain Men to Chriſt and Goodneſs. The Tongues 
of Men and Angels are not able to /et forth half 


of its Excellency. St. Paul has done ſomewhat 
towards it in the 13th Chapter of the firſ# Epi/- 
tle to the Corinthians, and to him I refer you. 


3. Suffer me, my Brethren, here to remind 
My ſelf, ſuffer me to remind you, that a RE Gv- 


I. AR ZEAL. for the great Truths of the Goſpel 


muſt always be maintained, and is very conſiſtent 
with Charity. You are to cantend earneſtly for the 
Faith, once delivered to the Saints, by Chrift and his 
Apoſtles * : Bur you will remember, this is to be 
done, not by per ſecuting others, but by ſufferivg Perſe - 
cution your ſelves, rather than abandon it; not by 
hereticating and anathematizing thoſe who are not 
of your Opinion, but by holding faſt the Truth 
againſt the Cenſures and Anatbema's of others, 
thoſe vain Terrors of Men. The Mouths of Gain- 


 fayers muſt be ſtopped *, indeed, not by Reproach 


and Violence; but by the clear Force of Reaſon, 
N 3 


6 
* "= 1 


Jude 3. FFV 
It may ſhame Proteſtants, who have endeavoured to pervert 


this Text, to conſider the Senſe a Papiſt has given of it. Aliud 


eſt filentium indicere, quod eſt Imperantis, aliud redarguendo 
cuipiam os obſtruere, quod Officium hic ab Epiſcopo exigitur. 
5 5 in loc. 1! is one thing to command Silence by force at 

thority, another thing by Dint of Argument to flop a Man's 


Meath, which is the Duty here required from the Biſhop, 
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and the honeſt Arts of gentle Perſuafon. You 
are to ſpeak the Truth; but it muſt be in Love“. 

Tou ſhould be zealouſly affected; but it ſhould be 
always in a good Thing *. You muſt oppoſe the 
greateſt Errors with a Chriſtian Temper, and defend 
the Goſpel with no other Weapon, than the 
Armour of Light. Nothing can compel the Mind, 
but Evidence Nothing can diſpoſe it to be fa- 
vourable, but Kindneſi., No Pretence of Concern 
for the Honour of Chriſt, and the Faith of his 
Goſpel, will juſtify the Wrath of Man, which 9 
wor eth not the Righteouſneſs of Cd; or that "i 
bitter Zeal, which, like Wild-fire, runs hiſſing 1 
and burning all before it. | | | 
Our Bleſſed Lord, that infallible Teacher, never 'F 
required the Jews to believe him upon his are ft 
Affirmation, but conſtantly appealed to the Wri- 
' tings of their own Prophets, and the Miracles 
he wrought, as affording undeniable Proofs of 2 
his Divine Miſſion. When the over-zealous Sons | 
of Zebedee would have called down Fire from 
Heaven upon the inhoſpitable Samaritans, he 
calmly rebuked them, ſaying : Je know not what 
manner of Spirit ye are of; for the Son of Man is 
| | HEH de 
1 Epbe/. iv. 15. „„ eo var 0 a hs 9 
To attempt to influence the Vill by Force, is like apply- 
ing Sounds to the Eyes in order to be ſeen, or Colours to the 
Ears in order to be heard. The Abſurdity in both Caſes is 
exactly the ſame; for as nothing affects the Eyes but Light, 
nor the Ears but Sounds, ſo nothing affects the Underſtand- 
ing and the Will but Reaſon and Perſuaſion. A Man's extern } 
Acts may be compe/led, or may be reſtrained by Force; and in 
© many Caſes tis very ft they ſhould ; but the inward Acts of 
© the Mind cannot be forced; nor is it po/jble for a Man to be 


« compelled, againſt his Will, to fear God, and be ſincerely reli - 
f gious.” pan, L20. Ws 
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not come to deſtroy Mens Lives, but to ſave them*. 
Search the Scriptures *®. He that hath Ears 10 ho, 

let him hear“; was his Stile in inviting Men to 
receive the Goſpel. All Impoſitions and coercive 
Meaſures he abſolutely condemn'd.— The in- 
ſpired Apoltles purſued the ſame Method. They 
declared, that the Weapons of their Warfare were 


not carnal, but, mighty” through Gd. They en- 
deavoured only by the Manifeftation of the Truth to 


commend themſelves to every Man's Conſcience in 


 #he Sight of God. They exhorted their Con- 


verts to try the Spirits ; to prove all Things, and 
to bold faſt that which was god. Dominion over 
the Faith and Conſciences of Men they never 
aſſumed : A blind Submiſſion to their Authority 
and Dictates they always abhorred.—This was 
the Spirit, This was the Behaviour of Jeſus and 
his immediate Diſciples; and This, my Brethren, 


muſt be yours, You know how the Apoſtle 


has deſcrib'd the Goſpel Miniſter. The Servant of 
the Lord muſs not ſtrive, but be gentle to all Men, 
apt to teach, patient, in Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves *. 

Among ſuch Creatures as Men, in aach a World, 
a Variety of Sentiments there will be; and this 
will occaſion frequent Diſputes. If you are, in 
any reſpe&, drawn into Controverſy, and forced 


1 engage, it behoves you greatly to manage the 


Debate with Decency of Temper, and Language; 
15 . 
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to bear Oppoſition to your Tenets wt Meek- 
neſs, fairly acknowledging what may be alledged 
againſt them with Truth; to wipe off Aſperſions 
without Rancour; to endeavour to convince Op- 
ponents by the Reaſonableneſs of what you ſay, 
rather than to exaſperate them by the Yehemence 
of it. This calm, diſpaſſionate Manner to the Ho- 
neſt and Mell. meaning, is but Juſtice; to others 
of a different Character, it is Prudence. Every one, 
who knows any thing of human Nature, muſt be 
ſenſible, that the Manner of defending a Cauſe is 


of vaſt Importance to the ſucceeding therein. 


Moderation and Candour naturally tend to abate 
Mens Prejudices, and to conciliate their Actions 


Whereas Paſfon and undue Severity of Speech, in- 
ſtead of promoting Truth, raiſe Prejudices in the 
Minds of Men againſt it, and give them ill In- 


preſſions of the Perſon who brings it. 


I will take Leave to affirm, that if we would 
- approve ourſelves worthy, ſucceſsful Advocates of 


Chriſtianity, we muſt carefully abſtain from all 
unbecoming Heat and Paſſion z from all Scorn and 


inſulting Rudeneſs; from all reviling and railing at 


Men for their Infidelity ; and endeavour only by 


cool Reaſoning to convince, and by mild In Bru 


tions to reclaim 1 | For 


= 3 


| 1 This puts me in Mind of what the Rev. Dr. Owen aptly 
ſays on the like Occaſion. It were Inhumanity ( ſays that 


Great Man) to ſtand on the Shore, and ſeeing Men ready to 
« periſh in a Storm at Sea, to ſtorm at them our ſelves, or to 
© ſhoot them to Death, or to caſt Fire into their Veſſel, and 
burn them, becauſe they are in Danger of being drowned-: 
Vet thus do we deal with thoſe whom we perſecute, becauſe 


they miſs of the Truth; and, it may be, raiſe a worſe Storm 


iin our own ſelves, as to our oton Morals, than they ſuffer in 
I their Intellectu als.. Pr. Owen of Under. Script. p. 138. 
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For my own Part, ſo far would I be from 
treating the Adverſaries of the Chriſtian Scheme 
with anchriſiian Uſage, or opprobrious Language, 
that I would even invite them to propoſe their 
- Doubts, and to offer their Arguments. If they. 
treat the Subject in the way of Banter and Ca- 
villing, of petulant and abuſive Raillery, This 
muſt recoil upon themſelves : It cannot hurt the 
Chriſtian Cauſe. That which once triumph'd in its 
amazing Succeſs, when the Powers of this World 
_ were bent upon its Extirpation, is not to be over- 
turned by a few ſight Cavils, or bold Fefts. No, 
The Religion of Jesus CunisrT ſmiles at 
pointed Wit, and mocks the Scoffer's Tongue. 
It fears no Enquiry, and will ſtand the Teſt of 
the firiffeft Search. Error ſeeks the Shade, and, 
like other Counterfeits, looks beſt in Darkneſs - 

But Truth loves the Light, and appears brighteſt 
in full Day. In ſpeaking thus, I have the 
Pleaſure, my Brethren, to know, that I expreſs 
your Sentiments, as well as my own. You will con- 
cur with me in judging, that Chriſtianity has no- 
thing to fear from an impartial Examination, and 
fair Debate, The only things, which will ſuffer 
by being brought to the Trial, are Falſbood and 
Impoſture ; and it is always the Intereſt of Man- 
kind to have theſe detected and expos'd. 

Have we not Inſtances of this in the preſent 
Age ? The great Controverſj, now on Foot, is about 
the Foundation and Truth of Chriſtianity. Never, 
perhaps, was the Goſpel attack'd with more Bold- 
neſs, than it has been by ſome late Writers. The 

| Patrons 


Oxvtxivion of, Ge 65 25 
Patrons of Deiſin, through the Indulgence of our 
Civil Governors (to their Honour be it mention'd) 
have been permitted to produce their ſtrongeſt 
Objections with Freedom. As ſoon as one Scheme 
| hath been defeated, a new one has been advanced 
with equal Aſſurance, and recommended with equal 
Diligence. Bur with what Succeſs? The Artemprs 
of theſe Men have, probably, made Proſelytes of 
ſome ſuperficial Inquirers z of ſome, previouſly diſ- 
| Pofed to reject the Principles of Revelation: Bur 
on ſober Minds and impartial Searchers after Truth, 
they have had, I apprehend, no other Influence, 
but to give them higher Notions of Chriſtianity, 
and to confirm them the more in the Belief and 
Practice of it. This Oppoſition to the. Goſpel 
has been, providentially, of great Service. Its 
Doctrines have been repreſented in a more con- 
fiſtemt View; and its Autbority eſtabliſhed on un- 
exceptionable Evidence. Pretended Contradictious 
vaniſh : Preſumed Difficulties are cleared up z and 
the Chriſtian Religion evidently appears to be the 
Wiſdom of God, and the Power of God. 
On the Whole: To endeavour the Recovery 
of thoſe, who err from the Truth, by Argu- 
ments, and Prayers, and gentle Treatment, is a lau- 
dable Zeal and true Charity: But to deny them 
the common Rights of Humanity, or to ſilence 
them by the uumanly Ways of Detraction and Vi- 
olence, is a Zcal, which is earthiy, ſenſagl, and 
de viliſo *. your Zeal t be according to Know- 
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ledge, and proportioned to the Moment of Things; 


and then it will be always friendly and peaceable : 


It may be warm; but it will not be violent: It 
may be earneſt; but it will not be raging and 
tempeſtuous. Whatever is contrary to Humanity, 


or inconſiftent with the genuine Spirit of the 


Goſpel, you will of courſe decline * (corn. 
Again, 5 


4. FI RuN ESS of MIN p and a ſteady AD- 
MERENCE to the Principles of Truth and Right, 
under Diſcouragements, are Paſtoral Virtues, that 
have ſomething great and noble in them : So 
much confeſſed Worth there is in theſe, that Men, 
who are Strangers to the Practice of them tbem- 


ſelves, ſecretly admire them in others. To neg- 


lect all rational Inquiry, and to reſign the Under- 
ſtanding to thoſe, who have the Art of enſiav- 


ing ; to chuſe to follow a Multitude to do 


Evil, rather than to profeſs an unpopular Truth, or 


to practiſe an unfaſbionable Virtue, diſcovers a 


baſe, abje Spirit, and is attended with | Conſe- 

quences, very pernicious : But to examine with Care 
the Principles we entertain, and to embrace Truth 
againſt Prepoſſeſſion or worldly Intereſt ; to fol- 
low our Light thro' all the Conſequences, which 
it plainly points out to us, amidſt undeſer ved Re- 


proaches and ill Treatment, ſhews a Strength of 


Mind, an Elevation of Soul, and every other [ngre- 
dient, that is neceſſary to form a worthy Character. 


You are, myBrethren, ſet for tbe Defence of the Gof- 


ew 3, and are * to endure n as the 
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good ' Soldiers of Jeſus Cbriſt 4, I would therefore 
beſeech you, by all that is dear and ſacred in 
' Truth, in Virtue, in Liberty, to guard againſt a 


falſe Shame, a Cowardice of Spirit : For this has 


a dire& Tendency to betray you into Compliances, 
inconſiſtent with Integrity; into Meanneſſes, that 


will ſtain your Honour, as Men, and leſſen your 


Character, as the Miniſters of Chriſt. To pre- 
vent this, arm your ſelves with Reſolution, and 
| behave, not as pleaſing Men, but G 

A tender Regard, indeed, is due to the good 
Opinion of our Fellow-Creatures ; and to ſeek it 


in all Jawful FYYays is, doubtleſs, very commen- 


dable ©; becauſe on this the Comfort of our 
Lives, and our Uſefulneſs in Society, in great 
Meaſure, depend. ——Bur though a good Name is 
very valuable, it is not ſo defireable as a good 
Conſcience : Tho' Reputation is worth a great 


deal, our Souls are worth a great deal more. A 
good Name, as dear as it is, and ought to be to 


us, is nothing worth, when we can't get or main 
tain it without negleting our Duty, or betraying. 


the Souls of Men. For God's Sake, my Bre- 


thren, don't trifle with Conſcience upon any Con- 


ſideration whatſoever; but be always faithful to 
the Convictions of your own Minds. In the 


Way of plain Duty know no Friend; fear na 


Danger. Where the Welfare of Souls is con- 


D 2 5 E 
th * 2 Tim. ii. 3. —_— | 
Negligere quid de ſe quiſque ſentiat, rogues eſt, & 
diſſoluti. | Cicer. de Offic, 1. 


Levis eft animi juſtam paces, qui eſt fructus Virtutis 
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cerned, let no Man's Flattery bribe you; no bye 


Views of your own miſlead you. Let Truth be 
always welcome to you, whether you meet with ic 


in the beaten Track, or, as it ſometimes happens, in 


leſs frequented Paths, Let no Temptation break 
in upon Sincerity, and punctual Honeſty ; but 
reſolve to pleaſe Gop, and bold faft- Inte- 
grity, let the World go as it will. This cou- 
rageous Integrity, this rational an Chriſtian Ob- 


inacy, will not fail to procure you the noble 


Pleaſure of Self. approbation; the Friendſhip of the 
wiſer and better part of Mankind, and, what is 
of much greater Conſequence, the Favour of That 


Being, who loveth Righteouſneſs, and with Pla- 


ure beholds the Upright ”. 


_ *Tis poſſible, your ſteady Purſuit of Truth and 


Duty may expoſe you to the Cenſures of a frown- 
ing World. Enemies may inſult you, and Friends 
ſlide away from you. You may have Reproaches: 


Fou may have Perſecution : You may have Dif- 
ficulties of various Kinds to encounter: But let 


none of theſe things move you ; neither count your 
Lives dear to your ſelves, that you may finiſh your 
Courſe with Joy; and the Miniſiry you have re- 
ceived *,—I cannot help mentioning to you on this 


Occaſion, that noble Speech of St. Paal to 


thoſe Friends, that paſſionately diſſuaded him from 
going up to Jeruſalem : What mean ye thus ta 
weep and break my Heart? I am ready not to be 
bound only, but alſo to die at Jeruſalem for the 
Name of the Lord Feſus *. This Chriſtan Hero, 
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vou ice, was 1 by the 8 as 2 
Rock is by the Sea. Its Waves are broke; the 
Rock ſtands firm and unmov'd. If, at any time, 
you begin to faint, call in all the Aids of Chris 
ſtian Faith and Hope; call up the generous Prin» 
ciples of Love to Chriſt and his Truth. Be Arung 


in the Grace, that is in Cbriſt Jeſus . Remem- 


ber the Eye of your Maſter is upon you, and let 
that animate you. Bear in Mind thoſe awful 
Words of your Lord. #He that loveth Father bf 
Mother, any worldly Intereſt,” more than me, my 
Truth and my Cauſe, is not worthy of me. He n 

not worthy to be call'd a Chriſtian : He is not 
worthy to be call'd a Miniſtor M boſoever foal 
be aſhamed of me and my Words, in this adulte- 
raus and ſinful Generation, of him foal the Son of 
Man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the Glory of 
bis Father with the holy Angels. Brethren, 
let your Hearts be eftabliſped, truſting in the Lord's; 
and then you will be ſecure from. that flaviſh Fear 


of Man, which bringeth a Snare *. Let us be care. 


ful of our Days ang God will ke care of the 
Event. 120 


Whilſt T am 1 Boldmſs and 3 


Tn in a good Cauſe, I would not . to 
recommend o you To m 1 


1 „ in Con- 
Jud. T. bis, though we dare not ſay, that it is 


neceſſary in abe W Degree wth Honeſty, is an 
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30 A CHAR RE delivered at the 
excellent Qualification, and of infinite Uſe. 
gives to Virtue a peculiar Grace, and makes Re. 
ligion ſhine in its proper Ornaments : Whereas 
the Want of it darkens the brighteſt Talents, and 
ſullies the greateſt Abilities z ſinks the Miniſte · 
rial Character, and prevents an extenſive Uſeful- 
nefs. The Honour of Religion is greatly con- 
cerned in Matters, in their own Nature indiffe- 
rent : And Innocence it ſelf cannot preſerve the 
Reputation of the Careleſs and Indiſcrete. By 
Prudence, I do not mean low Trick and cunnin 
Craftineſs ; but a diſcerning and employing the moſt 
proper Methods for the obtaining the Ends of your 
Minifiry 5. You-are not, under a Pretence of 
Prudence, to deſert the Cauſe of Truth: But you 
are to maintain it in a Way, leaſt ofenſfve to 
others, and leaſt dangerous to your ſelves. Tis 
affirmed by Chry/oftom, that thoſe Perſons are 
beſt qualified for the Paſtoral Charge, who to 
Holines of Life have joined ſo much worldly 
Experience and Prudence, as may enable them in 
the Courſe of their Miniſtry, to addreſs them- 
ſelves to Men in a Way, ſuited to their ſeveral Ex- 
igencics and Tempers, to their various Ranks and 
Characters. Our Bleſſed Lord, when he ſent 
forth his Apoſtles to publiſh his Religion to the 
World, directs them to act with Wiſdom and 
5 Integrity. B 22 he) 1 — you forth as 
3 | | 5 Sheep 
NE Que elt rerum — — ee Scientia. 
* 5 Cicer. Offic. 1. 43. 
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Sheep in the Midſt of HW olves, be ye therefore wiſe 
as Serpents, and barmleſs as Doves *. Happy the 
Miniſters, who. have learned this Divine Leſſon, 
who are honeſt, but not weak.z: wiſe, but not 
crafty. There are in the Goſpel Hiſtory many 
Inſtances of our Saviour's prudent Conduct - for 
avoiding Dangers, and of his wary Anſwers to 
captious, enſuaring Queſtions #9. He inſtructed his 
Diſciples, as they were able to bear it *, and did 
not unſeaſonably inſiſt upon thoſe chings, which 
' they could not receive. Chriſtian Paſtors may de- 

rive great Light from a diligent, Obſervation of 
their Maſter's Conduct. 


Allow me, my Brethren, to ſpeak my Heart to 


you on this Occaſion, with the Tenderneſs and 


Concern of a Brother and a Friend. The Times 
you live in, the Work in which you are en- 


gaged, require you to act with uncommon Caution; 


to be wiſe, as well as harmle/s. Some Men are 


malicious and deſigning ; others are weak and 
{imple z moſt ſo indifferent about their beſt In- 


. - tereſt, and ſo prone to put wrong Confiruions, 
that Prudence muſt be uſed to make the moſt - 


honeſt Intentions to do them good, effectual. If 
you would hope to ſucceed in informing the Ig- 
norant, in convincing the Erroneous, in reprov- 


ing the bold Sinner, and in reforming the De- 
bauchee, you muſt ſeek to find out acceprable 


Words, as well as Fords of Truth and Soberne/5. — 
Beſides 3 you have many Adverſaries, who will 
* every Weakneſs, — every Defect, 


and 
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32 4 Cnarcr delivered at the 
and treaſure up an «guarded Conduct in nal 


cious Memories; as many Adverfaries, as there 


are ſcornful Libertines, miſlaten Bigots, angry Zea- 
tots, rigid Impoſers, and ſlaviſh Admirers of n u- 
MAN SCHEMEs. In thefe Conjunctures the 
ſtricteſt Guard and niceſt Circumſpection are ne- 
ceſſary: Add therefore to your Virtue, Kuow- 
tedge ; to your Piety, Prudence. You are too 
generous to impoſe upon others; You muſt like- 
wiſe be cautious, that others impoſe not upon 
you. That Aphoriſm of Solomon, Lying Lips 
are an Abomination to the Lord *, T am perſuaded, 
you will always remember: That a Fool uttereth 


all bis Mind, but a wiſe Man keepeth it in till 


afterwards *, is another Obſervation of his, you 
ſhould never forget. You will, I hope, do no- 
thing forbidden by God to ge: a Reputation; 


and careful, I truſt, will you be, to do nothing 


really or apparently ſinful to Joſe it. | 
| You will have frequent Occaſion for the Rare» 
ciſe of Prudence, both in the publick and private 

Walk of Life ; eſpecially when Providence calls 
you to the painful Work of Reproof. Prudence 


will direct you here to take the moſt convenient 


Seaſons , when Men are moſt apt to be wrought 
upon ; when they are in private, and when they 
are cool; when they are by themſelves, fo that 
your Reproofa may not look like reviling them, 


and when they are themſelves, ſo that your Re- 


. may not exrage them: — co teach them 
ſuch 
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ſuch things as are of preſent Ule; — to employ 
fuch Arguments, as are moſt likely to prevail; 
and to avoid all unneceſſary Provocations. This 
will reſtrain you from all precipitant Meaſures in 
a good Cauſe; and lead you to have a due Re- 
gad to Perſons, and Places, and other ſuch Cir- 
cumſtances; the not attending to which has been 
the Occaſion of blaſting many an honeſt and 
well-meant Deſign. St. Paul well knew, and 
_ practiſed every Art of Spiritual Prudence: If you 
are conducted by the ſame Spirit of Wiſdom, you 
will, after the Example of that excellent Man, 
become all things to all Men, in order to ſave ſome * ; 
vou will ſtudy the Character and Temper of your 


People; bear with their Prejudices, and accom- 


modate your ſelves to their Weakneſſes, as far as, 
with Honour and Conſcience, you can. Prudence 
will teach you, not needleſ5ly to offend any, but 
by eaſy Civilities and real Services to oblige as 
many as you can; to receive a ſlight Affront in 
Converſation without reſenting i it, and even a great 
one without returning it; to yield any thing, bur 
Trutb, and to bear with any thing, but Vice. is will 
direct you to be familiar without Meanneſs, and 
reſerved without Pride; to be chearful without 
Levity, and ſerious without Moroſeneſs; to ab- 
ſtain from all doubtful Pleaſures ; to walk in Wif- 
dom towards them, that are without *, giving no 
Offence, that the Miniſtry be not blamed , and 
chat no Man — deſpiſe your 2 1h FE pray God, 


* 1 Cor. ix. 22, © Col. iv.s Yin” 
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who giveth Wiſdom to them that ask, and up- 
braideth not, to aſſiſt you in the Attainment of 


this, and every other good Gift *. 


Finally. In your Behaviour cri your Bre- 

thren in the Miniſtry, let there be a DIGNIT V 
and a GLoR I; nothing dark and deſigning; no- 
thing buſting and ſneaking. Love TRV TH not 
in Speculation only, but alſo in Praftice. Abhor 
the mean Baſeneſs of Calumny and Mirepreſenta- 
tion : Scorn to riſe by the Depreſſion, or to ſhine 
in the Eclipſe of others: But rather take Satiſ- 
faction in the Attainments and Uſefulneſs of thoſe, 
who differ from you. Encourage no Prejudices, 
and carefully guard againſt groundieſs Jealouſies: 
All Affectation of Saperiority and imperious Rule 
do you decline. Let your Deſigns be honourable, 
and your Views ſublime. Do nothing, that is be- 
neath your Office: Omit nothing, that becomes it. 
My BRETHREN, I hatſoever things are true, 
. whatſoever things are venerable, whatſoever things 
are of good Report, if there be any Virtue, and if 
there be any Praiſe, think on theſe things *. 

And now, having taken upon me to ſay thus 
much to you concerning your Converſation in the 
Forld, it is but Juſtice I ſhould add, that Ex- 
' hortations by no means imply Difiruf., I could 
"almoſt preſume to addreſs my {elf to you in the 
Words of St. Paul to Philemon, Having this Con- 
Figence in your Humanity and Piety, I ſpeak theſe 
things unto you, knowing, that you will alſo do more 
than 1 > 1 go on to obſerve, . 

n. 


Janes i. 5. * Phil. iv, 8. I Philemon ver, 21, 
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la 'the HRD Place, That your publick Miniſ- 
trations muſt be conducted with Faithfulneſs. 75 

| Grear is the Truſt, »y Brethren, that is com- 
mitted to you. You are intruſted, in ſome Mea- 
ſure, with the Sacred Oracles, and with the Ho- 
nour of Religious A ſemblies. Lou are to offer up 
ſolemn Prayer to God in Behalf of the People, 
and to ſpeak to them in the Name of God. This 
18 the Service you have taken upon you. The 
neceſſary Qualification here is FiDELITY. 'Tis 
required of Stewards, that a Man be found faith- 

ful *. Now, that you may give evident Proofs | 
of your Faithfulneſi, I would recommend to you, 
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A critical and impartial Study of the Holy 
Scriptures. They are the Word of God, and con- 
tain the Method of Salvation. If we conſider 
them in the former View, it is our Duty to 
ſtudy them; if in the latter, it is our ſupreme In- 
tereſt. We read that Timothy was excellently fit- 
ted for the Miniſtry; becauſe from a CEild he 
bad known the Holy Scriptures. The Reaſon is 
plain : For all Scripture is given by Inſpiration 
of God, and is profitable for Doctrine, for Reproo 5 
for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs; that 
the Man of God, the Chriſtian Miniſter, may be 
thoroughly Furniſbed unto all good Works *. Polite 
Literature is nor, by any Means, to be neglected. 
The Study of this is a Duty, and an Improve- 
ment therein, one of thoſe good Gifts, which come 
ow you the Father of Lights . But, though 
E 2 moſt 
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36 4 ee delivered at „ 
moſt Parts of Learning will be uſeful, and al! 


Parts ornamental; yet if the Scriptures are neg» 
lected, you will make but a mean Figure in the 
Judgment of every ſerious and good Mind; be- 
cauſe you are negligent about your principal, and 
moſt immediate Buſinefs With all your Furni- 
ture of human Learning, if you are ignorant here, 
you will prove but Blind Guides: You will be 
apt to urge Texts of Scripture inſufficiently, and 
to lay a great Streſs upon Paſſages, which, when 
critically conſidered, prove nothing, as to the Point 
in View, or, perhaps. make againſt you : You 
will be in danger of loading Chriſtianity with 
what doth not belong to it; and of betraying, in- 
ſtead of defending it, by giving up what doth- 


| You will be unqualified to detect the Sophiſtry, _ 


to wipe off the falſe Coloarings of Adverſaries. 
An open and profeſſed Dilregard to revealed 

Religion is begome, through a Variety of un- 

happy Cauſes, the diſtinguiſbing Character of the 


preſent Age. The Scripture is the Rule of our 


Faith, and the Ground of our Hope : This, there- 
fore, ho all things, Unbelievers endeavour to 
ridicule, and its Authority to fubvert. The Pro- 
phecies of the Old Tefament concerning Chriſt 
are exploded by Some; and the Miracles of our 
Saviour in the New by Others. If you deſire either 
to confute them, or to ſatisfy your ſelves, a tho. + 
rough and an intimate Acquaintance with the 
Sacred Pages is quite neceſſary. I exhort you, 


therefore, ro ſtudy the BiBLE in the original 


Languages. — * ſearch, carefully examine, 


- 2 compart, and then explain, its Contents in 


2 Con- 
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a Conſiſtency with it ſelf, and the Divine Per- 
fections of its Author. Apply your ſelves to the 


Work with a Mind, free from Pride, and from 
a Fondneſs for Novelty on the one Hand; and from 
a falte Modeſty, and a dread of popular Odium on 


the other; with a Mind, truly honeſt, and refigned 


to the Will of God; with humble Prayer for the 
Spi it's Aſſiſtance and Illumination. Let nor 


human Authority or worldly Views make Comments 
on the InspiRED VoLuME for you; or form 
your Articles ot Faith. Let not any Authority 
influence you, but that of God, and Truth. If 
you would be as Scribes, well infirufted unto the 
Kingdom of Heaven, converſe much with your 
Bible, the only Standard of revealed Truth and 
Duty; the Teſt, by which all Creeds and Con- 
feſſions are to be tryed. Let this Divine Book 
be your conſtant Companion, when you fit in the 
Houſe, and when you walk by the Way . Value 
it, as a Treaſure; defend it, as a Truft ; and ſtudy 


it, as a Collection of the moſt uſeful Knowledge, 
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In this, our firſt Reformers from Popery, gloried above all 


things: And it was particularly enjoined by Ng Authority 
in theſe Nations, That every Parſon, Vicar, Curate, c. 
* ſhould be from Time to Time, examined, how they profited 
in the Study of the Holy Scriptures.” I. junctions of K. EA- 
ward VI. Ain 1547, Edit. 11 of Dr. Sparrow. | 

And in Queen Elizabeth's Time, there was a Protefiation to 


be made, promis d, and ſubſerib'd by Ferſons to be admitted into 


any Office, Room, or Cure, or other Place Eccleſiaſtical, in theſe 
Words: I ſhall read daily, at the leaſt, one Chapter of the 
Old Teftament, and another of the New, with good Adviſe- 


ment, to the Increaſe of my Knowledge, Articles Q. Eliz. 


Anna 1564. Pp. 12. 
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38 4 CHARGE e at the 
16 much of other Knowledge there is much Sorrow” 3 


bur bis will make you =? to win Souls * 3 Wiſe 


20 Salvatian N. 


Take Care, likewiſe, $i all Ads in the 
Worſhip of God be done decently and in Order 
bars Te] according to expreſs Appointment *. x 
Our Lord Chriſt tells the Jews, In vain do you 


vor ſhip me, teaching for Dofrines the C ommand- 


anonts of Men. 
Your Buſineſs, my Brethren, is to lead in 


the publick Offices of Devotion. As you would 


ſecure a due Reverence to the Inſtitutions of Re- 
ligion, fee to it, that all your Miniſtrations be re- 
gulated by the written Word. Suffer nothing to 


creep into your Prayers, or Praiſes, that is U N- 


SCRIPTURAT. While you follow the Direc- 
tions of your Bleſſed Lord and Saviour; while 
you imitate the inſpired Apoſtles, you are ſafe: 


You may be ſure, this is acceptable Worſbip: But 


if you make any Additions of your own to the re- 
ligious Practices, which God has enjoin'd; and to 
the Ordinances, which he has appointed, where is 
your Fidelity to Chriſt ? Surely, Tun will not pre- 
tend to know better than Chrift and his Apoſtles, 
what is fit to be done in the Worſhip of God. 
Human me here are downright eee 3 
In 
FEA j. 182. Pro. xi. 30. „ 188 Tim. iii. 50 
11 Cr. xiv. 40. Matt, xv. 9 
© 3 The acceptable Way of Ak eG the True God is in- 


© ſtituted- by himſelf, and ſo limited by his own revealed Will, . 
© that he may not be worſhipped according to the Imaginations 


and, Devices of Men, any other Way, not preſcribed in 
© the Holy Scripture. All Conf. of Wann, 5 21. of * 


gious —— 


ORD AT ION of, Sc. 35 
© Tr is the Authority of God alone (faith the 
© pious and learned Dr. Owen) that can make any 

0 Worſhip to be religious, or the Performance of 


© it to be an Act of Obedience unto him. = God 


© would never allow that the Will and Wiſdom 
© of any of his Creatures, ſhould be the Niſe, 
Rule, or Meaſure of his Worſhip, or any Part 


of it, or any thing that belongs to it: This 


_ © Honour he hath reſerved unto himſelf, neither 
© will he part with it unto any other. He alone 
© knows what becotnes his own Greatneſs: and 


© Holineſs, and what tends to the Advancement 


of his Glory. Hence the Scripture abounds with 


© ſevere Interdictions and Comminations againft 


them, who ſhall preſume to do, or appoint any 
1 ching in his Worſhip beſides or beyond his own 
aſtitution.— Al this ſhould teach us, in all 
that we have to do in the Worſhip of God, 
© carefully to look after his Vord of Command and 
Inſtitution. Without this, all that we do is loft, 


as being no Obedience unto God. Yea, it is 
an open ſetting up of our own Wills and Wik 


: dom againſt him; and that in things of his own 
* eſpecial Concernment; which is intolerable Bold- 
325 "nels and Preſumprion *. , 


In — the Word, Faithfulneſs requires 
you to declare the wHOLE Counſel of God *. No 


Times are ſo bad; no Hearers lo captious; but they 
| will 


— 


meh | Dr. Omen on the Her. Vol. 1. p. 98, 99. 
Act, XX. 27. 
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40 4 Chake delivered at the 
wilt very well bear ſome general Exhortations to | 


Holineſs, and ſome general Invectives againſt Sin: 
But you will preach the Goſpel in a very defec- 


tive Manner, if you ſatisfy your ſelves with this. 
You are to give to every one their Meat in due 
Seaſon” ; to inſtruct them in all the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith; and to teach them the whole 
Compaſ; of Chriftian Duty. We muſt not ſo much 
regard what People like to hear, as what Chriſt 
has commanded us to preach — My Brethren, de- 
ceive no Man: Flatter no Man; bur be true to 


their greateſt Intereſts, as thoſe who believe and 


expect the future Judgment. Betray 20 Truth to 
humour your People: Exalt not one Truth at the 


| Expence of another. Give every Truth its due 


Weight; and inſiſt chiefly on thoſe Truths, that 
are moſt important; /uch Truths, as tend to make 
your Hearers better Men, more uſeful in their ſe- 
veral Families, and better Citizens of the World. 
Inculcate ſublime, amiable Apprehenſions of God, 
and the Operations of his Providence; Reverence, 
Love, Gratitude, and Reſignation toward him 


the firſt and great Commandment * : Inculcate Fuſ- 
tice and Fidelity, generous Love and good Will 


towards all Mankind: Inculcate Sobriety, Tempe- 
rance, and a ſteady Government of the Appetites 


and Paſſions Inculcate the Subordination of the 
Means of Religion to the End; of Rituals to 


Morals : Inculcate the great and eſſential Duties 


of the Goſpel, Repentance towards God, and Faith 
towards the Lord Jeſus Chriſt * : Thus you will ap- 


"your 


2— * — 


7 Matt. xxiv. 45. 


— A —y 


9 44; xx. 21. 


® Matt. Xii. 38. 
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— good Srewards of the manifold Grace of God *- 

thout this Faithtulneſs, You and 1 wal repent, 
that ever we were Miniſters. EE 


Beſides theſe Inſtructions, The Youth, that are 
under your Care, deferve your peculiar Attention, 
your moſt engaging Endeavours, that their Minds, 
whilſt untainted with Vice, may be brought under 
the Impreſſions of folid Piety and pure Religion. 
You are, at proper times, to inſtruct them, from 
#he Scriptures, in Principles, that are rational, ſolid, 
and good; and to guard them againſt Principles, 
that are ab/ard, triſting, and hurtful. It greatly 
concerns you to pull off the Diſguiſe which Vice 
affects to wear, and which hides its natural Hor- 
. For, and to place the Conſeguences of it before 
them in a juſt Light; ro point out ro them the 


Advantages of Virtue, and ro make ſtrong the 


Proof, that her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, 

and that all ber Paths are Peace. The Evi- 
dences of Religion, both Natural and Revealed; 
the Doctrines and Duties of Chriſtianity, with 
their Importance, ſhould be laid before them in 
the molt intelligible and convinting Manner: For 
the true Way to love God is to know him; and 
the beſt Argument for the Practice of Religion 
is to underſtand it. When you have let them into 
the Reaſon and Beauty of Religion; the Wiſdom, 
and Power, and Goodneſs of God, in the Works 
of Creation, in the Conduct of Providence, 
and in the wonderful Scheme of our Redemp- 


e . — — 
1 Pet. iv. 10. > Prog. iii. 17, 
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tion, it behoves you td lead them to to the Lord's = 


Table, there to remember the Death of Chriſt, and 
to make- a ſolemn Profeſſion of their Devoted- 


| neſs to his Service. 


Theſe Methods, joined with the Parents pri- 
vate Care, will, thro' the Bleſſing of Heaven, 


have the happieſt Effects. You may hope to ſee 


the Vouth committed to your Charge, acquire thoſe 


Fabits of Virtue and Religion, as will abide with 
them; and ſtand the Trials, to which their riper 


Years will of Courſe be expoſed : You may hope, 
a Foundation will be laid for growing Friendſhip 


between you and them in the Advance of Life: 


You may hope, when their Parents are ſleeping 


in the Duſt, Theſe will ſtand up in their Places, 


and become the Support, the Ornament of your 


religious Afſemblies>Confidering the preſent 


Diſpoſition of the World, All this is peculiarly 
needtul; and if we have a juſt Regard for the 
Intereſts of Religion or our own, there will be 

no Negligence or Miſmanagement here, 


i would here take the Liberty to call on you 


to remember, that you are not the Miniſters of 
| Socrates, or Plato, or Epictetus, but the Miniſters 
of Jeſus Chriſt, and that, as ſuch, you are to 


PREACH CHRIST. This is your Buſineſs; this 
your Charge. You are to preach the Divinity of 


his Perſon ; the Myſtery of his Incarnation; the 


Neceſſit) of his Attonement; the Riches of his 


Grace; his Laws; bis Promiſes; his Threatnings, 


and bis Example; You are to preach him, as Ad- 


vocate with the F ather, and Lord of univerſal 


Nature. 


— 


© ORDINATION of, G. 43 
Nature. And, indeed, who ſhould be the Subject 


Matter of our Sheng but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord? 
To whom ſhould the Regards of Sinners be di- 
rected, but to him, who is appointed to be the 


Mediator between God and Man? The great 
Buſineſs of our Preaching is to perſuade Men to 


forlake their Sins, and to be reconciled to God, 


that they may go to Heaven, when they die; and 
we know, that there is but one Name given under 
Heaven among Men, whereby we can be 9 | 
even by the Name of Feſus Chriſt, 


It is, no doubt, very commendable, it is our 


Duty, ro argue from the Light of Nature, 


and the Reaſon of Things ; to explain the great 
Principles of Natural Religion, the only Foun- 
dation upon which Revelation can be ſupported; 
to repreſent Virtue, as it is in it (elf, lovely, beau- 
tiful, and beneficial; and Vice, as it is in its own 
Nature, odious, deformed, and deſtructive: But if 
we ſtop here, Chriſt is not preached. To urge 
Obedience to the Piecepts of Piety and Morality, 
and not to take Notice, that they are the Com- 
mands of Chriff, our Saviour, our King, and our 
Judge, is—Unchriftian. To ſet forth the Bleſſings, 
| promiled to good Men inthe Goſpel, without ob- 
ſerving that we owe the Promiſes and Hopes of 
them, thro' the Goodneſs of God, to the Dearth 
and Interceſſion of Chriſt ; and our Meetneſs for 
them thro' the Agency of the Spirit, is Unjuſt, 
Ungrateful. The Mediation of Chriſt, and the 
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44 4 CnHarcrdelivered at the 
ſtanding Influences of the Spirit are, I think, di 
.  Finguiſping Articles of the Chriſtian Revelation. 
And, I fear, a Want of a due Regard to theſe, 
is one Reaſon of the languiſbing State of the 
Chr iſtian Intereſt, If we are thy of mentioning 
them in our Sermons, or /e/dow inſiſt on them, it 
will be a great Failure in Faithfulueſs +. | 
It will be ſaid, and, I am atraid, with too 
much Juſtice and Truth, that the Intereſt of 
practical Religion has received great Injury like- 
wiſe from another Quarter. Have not ſome Mi- 
niſters, good Men, by their incautious Expreſſions 
in their Sermons, undeſignedly, given Occaſion to 
weak and carele/s Hearers to imagine, that they 
| may 
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To preath Chrif is univerſally allow'd to be the Duty of 
every Chriſtian Miniſter. But what does it mean? Is it tao re- 
commend moral Virtue, as founded in the Reaſen of Things. with» 
out any Regard to the peculiar Mytives of the Gufpel ? — Or is 
it to treat of the Per/an, Offices, and Promiſes of Chriit, and 
nothing elſe ® Theſe are Extremes: Ihe Truth lies in the Mean 
_ between them. To inſiſt on the Love of God in Chriſt jeſus, 
and on the Promijes of the Goſpel is one Branch of preaching 

_ Chriſt; but not the oz/y one. Chritt is alſo preached, When 
moral Duties, an eſſential Part of the Chriſtian Re igion, are ex- 
plained and enforced ; provided theſe Duties are conſidered with 
a due Reference to the {u/hority of Chris, the Aid of his Spirit, 
az nd the Merit of bis Blood. The moſt ſublime Morality is re- 
commended by our Saviour in his Sermon on the Mount. But in 
what Manner? Did that Preacher ot Righteouſneſs argue merely 
from the Nature and Reaſon of Things? No. He reſted his 
Precepts on the Foot of bis own Authority, as a Teacher come 
from God. 7 ſay unto you ; Whoſrever heareth theſe Sayings of © 
Mise was his Language. — The whole Truth is: The Miniſters 

of the Goſpel ſhould preſs the eternal Laws of Morality by every 
Motive ; by Motives, taken from the Regſonableneſi and 4.44 
of the Command; from the Authority and Love of God and 
of Chriſt ; from the 2/2! San#ions of the inviſible World, &c. 
The Rez/29nableneſs of the Command is fit to be one Motive; but 


ſurely it is not preaching Cbriſt, when it is made the on h one. 


_-ORDINATION of, G. ax 
may be ſaved by Grace without Holineſt3 by rhe 
Imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, tho they 
continue to live in an ep Contempt of his righte- 
aus Laws? Good Gad! That any, who are call'd 


 Rationel, ſhould entertain, in an Aﬀair ſo impor- 
tant, a Hope ſo ungrounded and deluſive! As 


ſure as there is a God in Heaven, there is no 
getting thither without 8 Divine Temper and Ho- 
els of Life, We can have no Intereſt in the 


Privileges ot Chriſtianity, without obſcrving che 


Duties of it. 
It has been aſſerted by ſome in the Addtinoeniad 


May, that God fees no Sin in his People; and that 


we are not under the Neceſſity of being pious, 


juſt, or good, upon any other Principle, but that 


of Gratitude only. Theſe ate Notions, that dif= 
grace our Faith, and its adorable Author; that 
ſubvert the great Deſign of the Goſpel, and 


ſin oth the Way to Wickednels, It is a faithful 
Saying, that Chriſt Feſus came into the World 16 


fave Sinners, faith St. Paul to Timothy * , It is a 
Faithful Saying, that they which bave believed in 

| God, ought to be careful to maintain good Mor ks, 
faith the ſame St. Paul to Titus“ Both theſe 
Sayings are faithful; both worthy of our Aecepta- 


tation: Both are atteſted by the fame Authority; 


both made known to us by the ſame infallible 
| Spirit of God. What the Seripture therefore 


thus Joins together, let no Man put aſunder. 
This Language, my Brethren, your Conſciences 


vill hear ma. Witold, is not the Language of Re- 
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46 A Chaxe delivered of the 
proof, but of friendly Caution. I perſuade my- 
ſelf, you will join with me in this Sentiment, 
that if ever we are ſo happy as to ſave our own 
- Souls, and them that bear us, it muſt be done 
by preaching CO who is — ft us "oe gs of 
Glory *. 

Bur you will not think that, in POSE to preach 
Chriſt, you muſt ſpeak meanly of thoſe good Works, 
which God has ordained, that we ſhould walk in 
them. You will let thoſe, among whom you 
labour, know, that every one, who names the Name 
of Chriſt, maſt depart from [niquity . When you 
magnify the Power and Excellency of that Grace, 
by which we are ſaved * ; you will allo warn your 
Flock, that this Grace of God, that bringeth Sal- 
vation, teacheth us to deny Ungodlineſs and worldly 
Luſfts, and to live ſoberly, rigbieouſiy, and godly in 
this preſent World *. When you initruct your 
People out of the Scriptures. that Jeſus Chriſt 
gave bimſelf for us an Offering and a Sacrifice to 
Cod; you will inſtruct them out of the (ame 
Scriptures, that Chrif# his own ſelf bare our Sins 
in bis own Body on the Tree, that being dead to 
Sin, we . ſhould live unto Righteouſneſs*. When 
you explain. the common Faith of Chriſtians, 
you will not omit putting them in mind, that 


Faith without Works is dead. When you open 


to them the great and precious Promiſes of the 
new Covenant, you wall carefully repreſent, that 
| . 


171 Tim. iv. 16. Col. i. 27. 0 Epbeſ. ii. 10. 
12 Nm. ii. 19. * Epboſc ii 8. 3 Tit, ii. 11,12. 
Epbeſ ii. goa 1 Pet. ii. 24. Fanes ii. 26. 


OR DIN AT ION of, &%. 47 
by 3 they are to be engaged to cleanſe them- 
ſelves from all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, 
and to be perfefting Holineſs in the Fear of GO. 
When you warm the Hopes of your Hearers with 
the glorious Proſpect of Eternal Life, you will at 
the tame Time inform them, that theſe Hopes 
belong only to them, who by a patient Continuance 
in well doing, ſeek for Glory, Honour, and Immor- 
tality*, When you awaken Mens juſt Fears with 
the Apprehenſion of Eternal Puniſhment, you will 
faithtully tell them, that they, who know not 
God, and obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus 
| Chriſt, ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting Deſirufion 
from the Preſence of the Lord, and from the Glory 
of his Power . You will ſet forth Chriſt to 
your Hearers, as a LawGiveR, as well as a 
Saviour; as fitting on a Throne, as well as 
dying on the Croſs, You will caretully avoid any 
ſuch Repreſentations of the Chriſtian Doctrine, as 
tend to weaken the Motives to a good Life; and, 
in the fulleſt manner, ſhew, that the whole Scheme 
of our Redemption is a Doctrine according to 
Godlineſs. By this Method you will approve your 
ſelves able Miniſters of the new Covenant *, and 
Workmen, that need not be aſbamea, rightly dividing 
the Word of Truth. | 

1 own, I freely own, if you would procure the 
Regards of ſome, you mult take a different Me- 
thod. You muſt dwell on Metaphors ; play with 
Sounds; turn mere Alluſion into Argument; ſtrain 
Texts 


— 


7 2 Cor. vii. 1. 2 Rom. ii. vi. * N. i. 8,9 
2 Cor. iii. 6. 2 Jim. ii. 15. 
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Texts to ſpeak things, foreign to their original 


Proof with a good Degree of Confidence and firong 
Aſertion Lou muſt talk much of Privileges, but 
of Duties very ſeldom, and only by the Bye; be 

all Satire and Invective againft them, that differ 


from you; charge them with Opinions they do 


not own; and with Conſequences they do nor 
ſee; and teach Men to hate one another. But 


theſe are hard things for an honeſt Man to do; and, 


E truſt, your Souls will abhor them. I truſt, you 


have learned with St. Paul, to renounce the hidden 
things of Diſhoneſty, not walking in Craftinefs, nor 
_— the Ward of God deceitfully ?, 


As you are to publiſh the 5 Counſel of 


God, Faithfulneſs requires, that you publiſh that 


oNLY. Chriſt is the ele Lawgiver in his 
Church ; and ſole King in his Kingdom, He 


has not given his Miniſters Power to make Laws, 
or to impoſe Articles of Faith, or to appoint 
Terms of Communion, which he has not ap- 


pointed. This would be to refign his Kingdom 


and Power into thoſe Hands, which are not fir 
to be entruſted with them. Ti poſſible, Men 


mav, under the Pretence of Ambaſſadors, Repreſenta- 
tives, Vicegerents, or any other lordly Name, aſ- 


ſume to themſelves a Power to determine autbori- 


tatively in the Affairs of Conſcience and Salvation; 
and to enforce their Deciſions by Tes and Pe- 
nalties But this can be no other than a bold 

Uſurpation 


2 _—— 


*. 1 
Uſurpation of the Authority of Chriſt, and the 


 OrDINATION of, & 


| Rights of his Subjects; a moſt grievous a ce o 


Tyutb, and the Liberties of Mankind. 

Oh ! the Tragedies this uſurped Authority has 
acted in the World! It was Autbority, that put 
the Lord of Life to Death, and oppoſed the Pro- 


pagation of his Goſpel. It was Authority, that 


brought in Purgatory and Tranſubſtantiation, with 
all the other Abſurdities of the Church of Rome, 
and made them ſacred from Ridicule. It was Au- 
#hority, that hid the Purity of the Goſpel ſo long 


from our Eyes, and delayed the Reformation for 


Ages, before it happened. Authority has often 
conſecrated Error; nurſed Ignorance, and ſup- 
Preſſed Truth. Authority has made Knaves Au- 


 thority has made Fools: But mere Authority has 


ſeldom propagated Virtue, or true Keligion. 
The very Claim of this. Authority is a Reproach 


to Chriftianity 3 and an Inſult upon common Senſe. 
For Chriſt's Kingdom is not of this World It 
was not ſet up by any Temporal Power; nor is it 


to be ſupported, after the Manner of earthly 
Kingdoms, by Temporal Sanfionsz but by ſuch, 
as are future, ſpiritual, and. inviſible. 

The Author and Finiſher of our Faith has given 
bis Miniſters a Commiſſion to declare his Will; 


to adminiſter his Ordinances ;z to receive thoſe 


to Communion, whom the Scripiare-Canon re- 
ceivesz to exclude thoſe, whom That excludes ; 
to reprove them, who act amiſs ; to exhort 


to Repentance, and to enforce their Exhortations 
with 


— 


4 Fobn viii. 36. 
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with the higheſt Authority of Almighty God, 
the awful Powers of another World, and all the 
Engagements of Redeeming Love. Further De- 
grees of Church Power I know not. The Com- 


miſſion, which Chrift gave even to his Apoſt les . 


was, to teach Men to obſerve whatſoever HE bad 
commanded them, and nothing elſe?. In vain do 
we call our ſelves the Minifters of Chriſt, unleſs. 
we follow him alone, as our ultimate Director. 
As far as we neglect to do this; as far as we 
follow our own Imag nations, or the Directions of 
any other uninſpired Men, without comparing them 
with the Will of Chrift ; lo far we ceaſe to be 
Bis Miniſters, and become the Miniſters of. our 
_ own Will, or the Will of other weak Men, like 
our ſelves. 

Nothing can be more inconſi ſtent wich Faith- 
Fulneſs, than for a Servant, whoſe Commiſſion is 
limited, to vary from the Inſtructions he has re- 
ceived; and to ſubſtitute his own Commands in- 
ſtead of his Maſter's. Nothing can be more in- 
conſiſtent with Faithfulne/s, than for a Miniſter 
of the Goſpel to teach and impoſe, as neceſſary 
Parts of Faith and Terms oi Church Commu- 
nion, ſuch Matters of Opinion or Practice, as he 
knows Chriſt has not injoined. This is Tmpo/- 
ture and Impiety. Tis deluding Man, and trifling 
with God. 

If you, Sirs, e act faithfully, never yield 
up the leaſt Part of Chriſtianity to defend the reſt 
nor alter the leaſt to give it a more plauſible Ab 
pearance : 


Matt. xxviii. 20. 
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pearance: But keep what ts committed to your. 
Truſs ©, pure and unmixed. If you would preach. 


the Goſpel in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, ven- 


ture not to palm upon your Heaters your own 
Private Opinions and uncertain Speculations, in- 


ſtead of the true and plain Doctrine of the Goſ- 
pel: Take care not to deliver any thing in the 
Name of Chriſt, which you cannot ſupport by 
clear Evidence from the Scriptures. In ſhort, 
Govern your ſelves by this plain, honeft Rule; 


TEAC NoTHING TOR CHRISTIANITY, 


BUT WHAT GoD BY CHRIST HAS MADE 
SO. ; „ | | 


EN 


You. will allow me the Liberty here to exhort 


you not ordinarily to bring the Subtleties of Con- 
zroverſy into the Pulpit; and, when Proyidence 
Calls you to treat of Controveriy, to keep cloſe 
to Scripture Doftrine, and to Scripture Language *, 
bolding faft the Form of ſound Words, as contained 
in the ſacred Records 4. Fix your Foot here, and 


1 


1 "OY * 


„ ͤĩ˙ 20 -* > 5 . 
*The beſt End of Mens Controverſies would be to keep to 
the expres Words of Scripture, and ſpeak as well as think ac- 


© cording to that Word. Scripture Language is the ſafeſt and 


© moſt proper Vehicle of Scripture Truth, &c.“ Henry on Fobn 
AI. 23. | ; 

F 2 Tim. i. 13. —— The great Mr. Calvin's Comment on 
theſe Words are very juſt. | 


Ut tenax fit Doctrinæ quam didicit, non modo quod ad ſub⸗ 


ſtantiam, ſed etiam quod ad figuram iplam Orationis.—Sciebat 
Paulus quam proclivis ſit a pura Doctrina vel Lapſus, vel De- 
flexio. Hanc ob cauſam ſolicite cavet, ne declinet Timotheus 
ab ea docendi forma quam acceperat, ſuamque docendi rationem 


quaſi ad illud Præſcriptum exigat.— The Apoſtle (ſays he) 
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| © here requires Timothy to hold faſt the Doctrine which he had 
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you cannot err: But if you affect to be wiſe above 
what is written, you will darken Counſel by Words 


_ evithout Knowledge. If you expatiate, and de- 


termine Modes, and Forms, and Co Ns EUEkNC ES, 
you may be eaſily puzzled by your own Forward- 
neſs —Chriſtianity is more the Religion of the 
Heart, than of the Head. It is, in it ſelf, a plain, 
rational, and ſpiritual Inſtitution, intended for the 
general Good of Mankind; for the Poor and II- 


| Titerate, as well as the Noble and Learned. Its 


Precepts have nothing in them, that is dark and 


_ abftruſe. Its peculiar Dottrines have nothing in 


them, that, in the main Deſign of them, is too 


refined for common Underſtandings. It was never 


© the Intent of the Holy Ghoſt to make it a 
© Matter of Wit and Subtlety to know how to be 
* ſaved. 1 i | 

My Brethren, Don't entertain your Auditory 


with thin and empty Speculations, which tend ro 


All Mens Heads with Conceit, and beget unneceſ- 


{ary Diſputes; but neither make the Heart better, 


nor reform the Life. I charge you before the Lord, 
that you firive not about Words to no Profit, but 


to the ſubverting of the Hearers . In your Doc- 
trine fhew Uncorrupineſs, Gravity, Sincerity, and 
| ſound Speech, that cannot be condemned. If any 


Aas 


* * > 4+ "Ee: 


* learned, not only as to the Su3fance of it, but even as to the very 


* Form and Manner of Speaking. St. Paul well knowing what 


* a Pronenefs there is to fall from ſaund Doctrine, at leaſt ſome 


Way or other to deviate from it: therefore Timothy is here ſo- 
* licitouſſy warned to keep as cloſe as might be to the origin 


« Frgfeliis laid before him. | 
SEES Fob xxxviii. 2.8 - Tim. ii. 14. 7 Tit. ü. 7 8. 
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Man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to whoifome 
Fords, even the Words of our Lord Fefus Chriſt, 


and to the Doftrine, which is according to Goali- 


nes; He is proud, knowing nothing, but doting 


cometh Envy, Strife, Railings, evil Surmiſings, per- 


verſe Diſpatings, &c. * —Let your Sermons be 


without Party Heat and unmannerly InveRtive. Let 
the Language of the Pulpit be always 7 ruth and 
Peace. Further, ; 


The faithful Miniſter of Religion will have a 
great Regard to the Form and Manner of com- 


municating Truth. I may not preſume to be very 


particular here: However, you will give me leave 
to obſerve, that the Sarced Oratory of the Pul- 


pit highly deſerves your Attention. You ſhould 


take care, that your Method be regular and ac- 
curate; your Stile, ſmooth and ftrong 3 your Deli- 


very, decent and lively. If your Method is irre- 


gular and confuſed, you will but diftra your 
Hearers, If your Stile be tum and ſwollen, you 
will ſpeak in an unknown Tongue to the greateſt 
Part of your Auditory. All affected Tones and 


aukward Geſtures will give Diſguſt to thoſe of a 


refined Taſte, and a polite Education. But folid, 


important Senſe, delivered in a Way, eaſy and na- 


tural, lively and patbetict, will be univerſally 
agrecablc and inſtructive: For human Nature 
is fo formed, that ſome Manners of thinking and 

n 3 Vets of all T. al Educa · 


tum, 


* 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4. 5 


about Queſtions and Strifes of Words, whereof 
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tions, the Meaneſt, as well as the Greateſt. Tis 
the Perfection ot Eioquence to be Maſter of theſe. 
You are not Strangers to the Sentiments of Tully, 
that great Maiter ot Oratory, on this Head. He 
declares, not only, That he deſired his own 
£c Eloquence might be approv'd by the People * 
but, that Men of Senic never differed from the 
© Populace in their Judgment of Oratory ; and 

© that to ſpeak in a manner, not adapted to their 
© Capacity, and the Common SENSE ot Man- 
© kind, is the greateft Fault an Orator can com- 
8 in . 

It will be your Wiſdom, my Brethren, to guard 
againſt whatever is Theatrical, and over- vehement 
on the one Hand; and whatever is Hpiritieſs and 
dead on the other. It will be your Wiidom, not 
to affect a Swell of Phraſes, or a Quaintneſs of 
Words; but to keep a due Mean between a low 
Flatneſs, and the Dreſs of falſe Rhetorick 5. It 

will be your Wiſdom to imitate, as much as 
| | © | poſſible, 


1 


- aa 


. 2 Floquentiam autem meam Porvxo probare velim. Cc. 
' 3 Nunquam fuit populo cum doctis intelligentibuſque 
difſenfio. Cic. . : | 
+ In dicendo vitium vel maximum eſt a vulgari genere 
Orationĩs atque a conſuetudine communis ſenſus a * 
Tg 8985 ; . f N Eo 
The Rule given by 4rifotle is this: © The true Dig- 
© nity of Diction is preſerved ; if it bears ſome Proportion to 
© the Things, which are to be expreſſed: And it is 
© thus, when Matters of a grand Nature are not ſpoke of in 
© a mean Way, nor Things of a low kind, cloched with pom- 
© pous and ſublime Words.” „ a 5 
> * * 
To dee meemor egen A82ts, exy q mahwron Te x) nb iun, Y Tots 
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cee, &c. Ari ſtot. Rhetor, Lib. 3. c. 7. p. 453. Edit. Cant. 
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-oltble, the Stile of the Holy Scripture ; For this 
| has a Sublimeneſs in it, that is not elſewhere to 
be equalled, It would be in vain to ſeek it in 
 Ariftotle's Rhetorick, or the Inſtitutions of Quin- 
1ilian. The Thunder of Demo/henes, and the Flow 
of Cicero's Eloquence mult yield the Preference to 
the Poetry and Pertuaſion of the Sacred ' Authors. _ 7 
My Brethren, Let your whole Behaviour in the 13 
Pulpit be grave and becoming. Labour to handle 11 
every Subject in ſuch a Manner, as at once to 15 
convince the Judgments and to raiſe the devout Paſ- «4 
ions of the Soul. 

Indeed, to raiſe he Paſſions without fri ſetting 
the Judgment right, is to lead Men into all the 
filly Freaks and extravagant Follies of Enthuſ* aſm. 
It is like turning a Veſſel adrift' to the Wind 

and Seas without Rudder or Ballaſt. No Won- 
der, if in ſuch a Caſe it be daſhed to Pieces againſt 
the Rocks. But, on the other Hand, it will 
be of (mall Avail to the Advancement of real Reli- 
gion to inform the Head, if we do not allo affect 
the Heart. Man is a ſenſible, as well as a moral 
Agent. Human Nature is not made up entirely 
of Reaſon, but of Reaſon and Paſſion. Reaſon muſt 
be the Guide; but the Paſſions are the Springs of 
Action. Theſe, if well directed and rightly ap- 
plied, are the Sails of the Mind, which ſpeed its 
Paſſage to Perfection. The Endeavour of the 
Preacher, therefore, ſhould be firſt, by the Beauty 
of clear Reaſoning to ſet Truth in a ſtrong Light; 
and then by engaging Forms of Addreſs to make 
his Audience feel the Force of it. 1 muſt add, 
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Ts at the an deratian of Wen TI and 
the” Inſufficiency of corrupted Nature require, 
that you addreſs your ſelves to your Work with 
the greateſt Dependance on God, and beg his 
Bleffing on your Miniſtrations.—/ifonary Impre/= 
Fons, that cannot be ſupported. either by Reaſon 
or Scripture, you durſt not expect: But there is 
ſuch a thing, as the Aſiſtance of the Spirit; and 
this you are encouraged to hope for by er- 
preſs Promiſes of the Goſpel. The Mode of Di- 
vine Operations we know not: It will, how- 
ever, be admitted, that the great Father of Spi- 


tits can make Na on the Minds of Men 


without infringing their Liberty, or obfirufing the 
VUſe of their real Powers. 

It ſhould be the Matter of our Requeſt to him, 
who ſeeth in Secret, that our preparatory Studies 


_ may be under a Divine Guidance; that the pub» 


lick Miniſtries of Religion may be performed 
with Freedom of Mind, and lively Affection; that 
we may ſpeak to Men in the happy eaſons of 
Convittion ; that they may confider what we ſay, 


and that the Lord would give them Underſtanding in 


all things. Somewhat more than the Charms of 
Eloquence and ſtrong Reaſoning is neceſſary to 
reftify a Mind, enſlaved by Sin, and to form it ro 
a Divine Likeneſs, This is to be effected by the 
mighty Power of God ; by the perſuaſive Aids of 
the Holy Spirit. Nothing can be done to any good 
Purpoſe without this. Neither is he that planteth 
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any thing, neither is he that watereth; but God that 

_ viveth the Encreaſe ". Call in, therefore, my Bre- | 
Ihren, the Influences of Divine Grace by frequent 4 

: and fervent Prayer. Let your Souls be every Day 
on the Wing towards Heaven, and earneſtly plead 

for the ſpecial Preſence of God in your Work. 

This will put a Glory upon your Miniſtrations, 
ſecure the Honour of Ordinances, and, to the //e11- 
diſpoſed, make. them anſwer. the mY tor which 


| __ were ned. 


| Orte more : If you would approve your ſelves 
Faithful, you muſt be Diligent. Lou muſt not do 
the Work of the Lord zegligently ; but be fervent 
in Spirit *, and labour in Word and Doctrine. This 
was the Advice of St. Paul to Timothy, and this 
i the Advice to you. Give Attendance to Reading, 
to Exbortation, and to Doctrine. Stir up every 
Miniſterial Gift, and improve all your Advan- 
tages, that your Profiting may appear 10 all!. 
Mighty Motives urge to this. 
The Service you are entered upon is bar 
curr. The Weakneſſes and Miſtakes of good 
Men will occaſion you ſome Trouble; the Ob- 
ſtinacy and Blindneſs of thoſe, who hate to be re- 
formed, a greatdeal more—You are to teach, not 
only publickly, but alſo, from Houſe to Houſe ; mak- 1 
ing your Viſits ſerviceable to the Intereſt of Religion. 1 
Vou are to take every Opportunity to inſtruct 5 2 
| the Ignorant; to beſeoch the Reluctant to reclaim 5 
„ | the 1 
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the Erroneous ; to reprove the Vicious, and to 
comfort the Feeble-minded. Some Opportunities 


are peculiarly favourable to this Purpoſe. Such are 


Times of Affliction, and when Sickneſs brings 
near to your People the Views of another World. 


Theſe are Seaſons of Recollection and Seriouſneſs : 


Theſe Seaſons you are to improve by giving them 
Inſtructions and Admonitions, ſuitable to their 
Capacities, theif preſent Condition, and paſt Be- 
haviour —You are to ule all the Abilitics you are 
Matters of, to take Men off from wrong Depen- 
dencies, and to lead them into righr Views of Re- 
ligion. What Diligence is neceffary here! ho 


- = ſufficient for theſe Things * ? 


Tour Work is 1tMPoRTanT. The Honour. 
of God, the Concernments of the Redeemer's 
Kingdom, and the Salvation of Immortal Soals, 


ate the Objects of your Care. Conſider, Sirs; the 


Worth and Excellency of the Human Soul. It is the 
Otfspring of God, and the Purchaſe of redeeming 
Blood; in its original Conſtitution, capable of 
ſhining in the Glories of the heavenly World, 

bur by Sin, in Danger of everlaſting Datkaols 
Do but ſeriouſly dwell on ſuch Reflections as 
theſe, and you will find a thouſand Arguments, 
concurring to inſpire tender Sentiments and gene- 


rous Vicus. — The neglect of your Charge Chrift 


will cenſure and punith. He, who bideth his Nn. 


ſter's Talents in a Napkin, cannot eſcape the Dopm 


of the wicked and ſSrothful Servant. If, indeed, 


you be not wanting in your Care and Watch- 
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© fulneſs, no Wickedneſs of others will be charged 
© on y0u; But if there be any wilful Detect on 


© your Part, thoſe who periſh will not periſh with- 
out your Guilt mixed with their own; and you 


© muſt anſwer at the Great Tribunal for your Share 


in fo unſpeakable an Evil, This is an awtul 


and folemn Conſideration, which ought to influ» 
ence you in every Branch of your Office. Watch, 
therefore,. for Souls, as thoſe who know they muſt 
give an Account * And endeavour by faithful 

Inſtruction and Warning, to o Hand clear of the 
Blood of all Mens. 


Tux Vows or Gop are upon You. You 


have voluntarily taken upon your ſelves this Of- 


fice in the Chriſtian Church : You are peculiarly 


ſet apart to the Service of thoſe Souls, for which 
Chriſt died; and are under the Obligation of a 
folemn, perſonal Dedication. If you are negligent, 
vou will act the moſt perfidious Part, and * 
through the ſtrongeſt Ties. 


The LOVE or CanrisT conſfiraineth yon. 


He, who was the Brightne/5 of the Father's Glory,” 
for us Men, and our Salvation, came down from 
Heaven, and foot upon him ihe Form of a Ser- 


vant, He became obedient to Death, and is highly 


exalted above all Principality and Power, to be a 


Prince and a Saviour. This is the WonDer 


and the GL OR of the Goſpel. This is Grace, 
which, 1 make no Doubt, raiſeth the Admiration 
of more Worlds than ours. The Contemplation 


of a Scene, ſo Greak and Divine, has in it a Force, 
ns. ſufficient 


5. Heb. xiii. 17. HA, XX. 26. 7 Heb. i. 3. 
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ſufficient to enliven every Principle of Ingenuity 
and Gratitude; and to kindle the Heart into Life 
and Zeal. Twas this wrought up the Apoſtles 
into the Activity of the Angels of God; and made 
theſe, his earthly Miniflers, allo a flaming Fire. 
Look to thoſe fir and glorious Chriſtians : Ob- 
ſerve their Temper and Conduct They breath 
forth God -and Chriſt, Holineſs and Heaven, 
wherever they come. They deſire no Conqueſts, 
but over Sin and Satan; no Happineſs in this 
World, but the Pleaſure of ſaving Souls. With 
perſevering Patience, they encounter Calumny and 
Scorn: And with the calmeſt Courage, they meet 
Death in its moſt frigbiful Forms. — My Brethren, 
you are Perſons appointed by Providence, to en- 
gage inthe ſame Wort, to carry on the ſame Intereſt: 
You muſt, therefore, be animated by the ſame 
Views, and imbibe the /ame Spirit. The Love of 
Cbriſt is an active Principle. If you are under its 
Influences, there will be zo Coldneſs, no Indiffe- 
rency; but you will be watchful of every Op- 
portunity to make grateful Returns to the Re- 
deemer, and be willing to /pend, and to be ſpent, 
that you may ſpread amongſt Men the Savour of 
the Knowledge of Him, whom to know is Life Eter- 
AI 9, ho | | 
The Service you are engaged in is noNovR A- 
BLE. You are ſet apart to preach the unſearch- 
able Riches of Chriſt *, and to hold forth the Word 
of Life. The great Deſign of your Office is to 
make Men wiſe, and good, and happy; 10 turp 
Men from Darkneſs to Light ; from the Power of © 
| OO = 8 Satan, 
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Satan, unto God, that they may receive the Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins, and an Inberitance among} them, that are 


ſan#ified *. In purſuing this Deſign, you imitate 
the Angels, who are miniſtring Spirits to the Heirs 
of Salvation * : You imitare the Pattern of God's 


own Son incarnate: You a& in Concert with the 


infinite Widom ot God himſelf in the Govern- 
ment of the World. If any Station, if any Em- 
ployment on Earth is Honourable, yours is. 
The TIME of Labouring is of UNCERTAIN 
Continuance. Several Miniſters of our Acquain- 
tance, who were the Joy of our Aſſemblies, and 
the Ornaments of their Profeſſion, have bcen lately 
laid in the Duſt + : Others are in the Decline of 
Life. Our Days are all paſſing apace. Let the 
Thoughts of Death, of your own and others, en- 
gage you to fill up the Time of Life with proper 
Duty. Act in all your Miniſtratioi's under the 
powerful Impreſſions of an approaching Change; 
with ſtrict Sincerity of Heart; with great Dili- 
gence in all your Work; with warm a Zeal for 
- the Glory of God, and che Good of Men. 


Finally, Great ſhall your REwarp be in Hea- 
yen, They, who turn many unto Righteouſneſſ, 
ſhall ſhine, as the Stars for ever *, and receive at 
the Appearance of the great 9 an unfading 
Crown of Glory ©. 


O! Sirs, Summon all your reaſoning 'Powers. 


| Avow the Cauſe of Truth and Righteouſneſs in 
5 the 


3 . 7 Heb. i. 14. 


4 This was delivered a few Months after the Death of that 


Great and Good Man, Mr. Henry Grove of Taunton. 
Han. xii. 15. 1 Pei. v. 4. 
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the World. Let your Religion be pure and peace- 


able; your Virtues, bright and bold; your Suffer- 
ings, patient and joyful. In the Midſt of Clouds 


and Storms below, lift up your Eyes to the calm 


Regions above. Behold the glorious Prize. Keep 


Heaven in full and teddy View. Heaven! that 


End of all Labours, and Eternal Retreat from 
Trouble and Sin! The Refidence of God, of 
Chriſt, of Angels, and happy Spirits! Without 
chis Froſpect, your Paſſage through this World 
would be a diſmal Scene; but with it every rough 
Path becomes ſmootb, and Afflictions themſelves 
ſmile. 

I have but a few Things more to ſay to you 


on this Occaſion. God grant they may make a 


due Impreſſion on my own Mind, as well as yours, 

My Brethren, Be Diligem. Your Work is great, 
and needs it: It is noble, and deſerves it. Fear 
not Difficulties in the Way: For you ſerve a good 
Mafter ; you are engaged in a good- Cauſe, and 
your abundent Labour in the Lord ſhall not bein 


' vain. Your Duty is pleaſant: Your Reward is 


inexpreſſible. Faithful Diligence will ſecure you 
the Eſteem of Men, the Applauſes of your 
Conſcience, and the Approbation of your God. 
This will chear you under the Evils of Life, and 
brighten even the Gloom of Death. And, when 


you are called off from the preſent Stage of Action, 


you ſhall paſs to a Scene of endleſs Peace, and Se- 


raphic Love; where there will be no more Ad- 


verſaries and Dangers to encounter; where there 


will be no more angry Diſputes and uncharitable 
Cenſures; where there will be no more Pain, :Perſe- 
| Cution, 
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cution, or Death; where there will be no . 


Miſery or State of Trial, but Truth and Pleaſure 
be inſeperable; where the Friends of Truth and 


| Liberty ſhall meer, and dwell for ever in glorious, 


ſpiritual, immortal Bodies, in the Preſence of God 
and the Lamb, when Time ſhall be no more.—This 


1s a delightful Theme, full of Comfort, of 1 
and of Jy. 


For à Concluſtion. 
We ſexhort, we CHARGE you, Brethren, be- 


fore this great Aſſembly, and the elect Angels: 


Tale Heed unto your ſelves, and 70 all the Flock, 
over which you are Biſhops". Feed the Flock of God, 
which is among you, taking the . Overſight thereof, 
not by Conſtraint, but willingly 3 not for filthy Lucre, 
but of a ready Mind; neither as being Lords over 
the Heritages, but being Enſamples to the Flock *. 


We charge you, before God, and the Lord Foſus 


Chrift, who ſhall judge the Quick and the Dead at 


Bis Appearing and Kingdom, Preach the Ward, le 
inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon ; reprove, rebuke, 


exhort with all long-ſuffering and Dofrines. 


May the Bleſſing of Almighty God be with 


you! May the Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
proſper you, and the Comforts of his Spirit ſup- 
port you! May the great Maſter of our Aſſem- 
blies carry you on in a ſucceſsful Diſcharge of 


your Duty, and at length reward you with eminent 
Li of Glory ! 


To bays PROPL z. 


ay beg leave to addreſs my ſelf in a few 


Words to this Audience. „„ 
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'You have now ſeen our Method of Ordination, 


which we judge to be agreeable to the Goſpel- 


Rule. In the firſt Ages of the Church Men were 
fer apart to the Office of Paſtors and Teachers 
by the Holy Ghoſt in an extraordinary Way? But 
in theſe latter Ages there is no ſuch Interpoſure in 


the Affair Men devote themſelves to the Work 
of the Miniſtry, and the Churches approve of 


them: Hcreupon they derive their Commiſſion 
immediately from the New Teſtament to perform all 
the Offices of Paſtors. However, we think it 
requiſite for the maintaining due Order in the 
Chriſtian Church, and for the preventing the raſh 
Intruſion of ignorant and ſcandalous Perſons, that 
ſuch, as devote themſelves to the Miniſterial Of- 


fice, ſhould have their Qualifications try'd, and 


approved by their Fellow - Labourers in the Goſpel; 
and be recommended to the Divine Bleſſing, by 


the Prayers of the Church, attended with Faſting. 


and Impoſition of Hands. Impoſition of Hands 
was a Ceremony, uled in antient Times, when 
they prayed over any Perſon, to diſtinguiſh that 


| Perſon from others. In this Senſe we ule it, and 


if it ſignifies any thing more, I am yet to learn 
what it is. We confer no Character: We beſtow 


no Gift. The Pretenſion is e and we diſ- 


claim it. 


Our Cauſe, my Chriflian Brethren, is juſt and 
noble: It is the Chal of LiBeERTy, which is 


the Cauſe of Gop, It ſtands upon the great 


Principles of the Reformation; the Perfection of 
the 22323 z the only Authority of Chriſt 
in 
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in the Chriſtian Church; and the unalienable 


Right of every Man to judge for himſelf | in Mat- 
. - ters of Religion. 

We * that the inſpired 8 are a 
moſt ſure and infallible Rule of Chriſtian Faith 


and Practice; ſo compleat, as to need no Additi- 


on; and in Eſſentials, ſo evident, as to need no 


Interpretation. — We profeſs to call no Man Maſter 


on Earth. For one is our Maſter, even Chriſt '. 


We allow Infallibility ro no Man, to no Set of | 


Men, however dignified or diſtinguiſhed. A, 
ſemblits and Convocations, antient Councils, and mo- 
dern S$ynods we think to have equal Authority in 
the Affairs of Faith and Religion; that is, none 
at all, to bind the Conſciences of others. We 
maintain that no two Things can be more con- 
trary to one another than Faith and Force; that 
to employ Authority againſt Enquiries, and to 


| Puniſh for mere Opinions, for Opinions, that do 


not affect the Safety of Civil Government, is a 
Sin againſt Reaſon and Revelation: Tis Popery : 


Tis Hobbiſm. — We plead for equal, impartia! 


Liberty; not meaning hereby a Licence to 7rample 
on Religion, and to Jaugh at Revelation; but a Li. 
berty for every Man to examine with Care the Opini- 
ons of Religion he embraces; a Liberty to judge 
with our own Under ſtandings, to believe with our 
own Faith, and to worſhip God according to the 
Dictates of our own Conſciences. O Sacred Li- 
| berty! Thou Soul of Happineſs! 
| Tecum vivere amem; tecum moriar libens. _ 
Our Principles are free Enquiry and free Profeſſion, 


Feate, Fe HOODY Moderation and Good-will to- 
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66 ACnaRcx delivered at the 
wards all Men; towards thoſe that differ from us, 
as well as thoſe who agree with us 
Theſe are our genuine, avow'd Principles, as Pro- 
teſtants, and as Proteſtant Diſſenters. Theſe Prin- 
ciples our Fathers in the laſt Age bravely aſſerted 
and maintained: Theſe Principles many great and 
good Men of the eſtabliſned Church, many great 
and good Men of every Denomination in the pre- 
ſent Age have openly owned and eſpouled : 65 | 
| with 


— — 


2 By the Religion of Proteſtants I do not underſtand the Doc- 
trine of Luther, or Calvin, or Melanctbon; nor the Confeſ- 
ſion of Auguſta, or Geneva, nor the Catechiſm of Heidelberg, 
nor the Articles of the Church of Eng/and, no, nor the Har- 
mony of Proteſtant Conſeſſions; but that wherein they all agree, 
and which they all ſubſcribe with a greater Harmony, as a 
perfect Rule of their Faith and Actions, that is the BIB L B. 
The BIB L E, I ſay, the BIBLE only is the Religion of 
« Proteſtants! Whatſoever elſe they believe, befides it, and the 
plain irrefragable, indubitable Conſequences of it, well may they 
© holdit, as a Matter of Opinion; but as Matter of Faith and 
© Religion, neither can they with Coherence to their own 
* Grounds believe it themſelves ; nor require the Belief of it of 
others, without moſt high and moſt ſchiſmatical Preſumption.— 
© In a Word, There is no ſufficient Certainty but of Scripture ._- 
only, ſor any conſidering Man to build upon. This, therefore, 
and this only, I have Reaſon to believe; This I will profeſs; 
according to this I will live, and for this, if there be Occa- 
„ fion, I will not only willingly, but even gladly, loſe my Life, 
tho I ſhould be ſorry that Chriſtians ſhould take it from me. 
« Propoſe me any thing out of this Book, and require, whether 
I believe or no, and ſeem it ever ſo incomprehenſible to Hu- 
* man Reaſon, I will ſubſcribe it with Hand and Heart, as know- 
ing no Demonftration can be ſtronger than this, God hath ſaid 
« ſo, therefore it is true. In other Things, I will take no 
« Man's Liberty of Judgment from him ; neither ſhall any Man 
take mine from me. And what Meaſure I mete to others I ex- 
« pect from them. I am fully aſſured that God does not, and 
© therefore that Man ought not to require any more of any Man 
© than this; To believe the Scripture to be God's Word, to en- 
* deayour to find the true Senſe of it, and to live according to 
it.“ Chillingworth's Safe Way. Chap. 6. F566. | 
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with Pleaſure I flatter my ſelf that theſe Prin- 
ciples, and with them, pure, uncorrupted Chriſti- 
anity will ſpread and ſbins more and more unto 
the perfect Day. Our Duty to God, to Chriſt, 
and to our excellent Religion obliges us to re- 
nounce in our ſelves, and to oppoſe in others, Spi- 


ritual Tyranny, and all Human Impoſitions, as Terms 
of Communion; the Source of Schiſm, and the 


Bane of the Church's Peace. Stand faſt, ye be- 


loved in the Lord, in the Liberty, wherewith Chrift 


bath made you free. Know your Principles, and 
never by an inconſiſtent Conduct debaſe your 


Glory. An impoſing Non-conformift is as contradic- 
tory a Character as a Non-re/ſting Rebel. 


I beſeech you, for the Love of the Lord Jeſus 


Chrift, and the Truth, which he hath ſealed with 


his own Blood, Beware of an uncharitable and a 
dividing Temper. Throw aſide all Party-names, | 


and unſociable Party-ſchemes. Encourage the 
Labours of Miniſters, who are honeſt and learned, 
ſcrious, and evangelical z who ſearch the Scriptures, 
and with Fidelity communicate to you what they 


learn from thence to be neceſſary to your Salva- 


tion. Attend on their Preaching with a ſerious, 


teachable Diſpoſition. Guard againſt Prejudice 


and a captious Spirit, Pride and Self · conceit. 


Examine what they teach, comparing it with 


right Reaſon and the written Nord. What upon 


due Enquiry appears to you to be agreeable to 
Truth, receive with the utmoſt Regard. Where 
there is a Difference of Sentiment, in Matters not 
affecting the Foundation, forbear in Love, keeping, 


not Jury. of Sounds in the Bond of Ignorance, 
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nor Unity of Practice in the Bond of Hypocriſy, 
but the Unity of the Spirit in the Boud of Peace 
ze modeſt in your Opinions, and chari- 
table in your Cenſures . Liſt your ſelves un- 
der no other Head, but Chriſt alone, and receive 
one another upon the true Scriptural Terms of 


N Chriſtian Communion: © Cultivate Catholic Chriſ- 
tianity. Whiltt you aſſert your own Liberty of 
_ Judging for your (elves, allow Miniſters the ſame 


Privilege. Let the Bible be the Rule of Faith 


and Practice to both Miniſters and People. Thus 


your Cauſe will ſtand upon its proper Baſis, and 
the Gates of Hell | wo never prevail againſ# it. 


Leet me intreat your Candour to younger Ae 
ters, who are of an ingenuous and inguiſitive Tem- 


per; of clear and untainted Integrity; of ſerious. 


and many Piety, and of andi//embled Honeſty; 
who are ſtudious above all things to know and 
do the whole Mind and Will of Chriſt, and are 
diſpoſed to ſacrifice every private View to that 
more glorious one of promoting your Eternal In- 


tereſts. Theſe, ſuch as theſe, muſt be counte - 


nanced, if ever we expect to keep up the Intereſt 
of Chriſtian Liberty, and practical Religion amongſt 
Us. If Men of this amiable Character are defamed 
and neglected for every little Deviation from the 
Schemes and Phraſes of fallible Men; if, ar the 


ſame Time, the Lazy and Indolent, Men of great 


Conceit, of little Talents, and low Views, who 
judge of Things by the Vogue they bear, and by 
the Reſpe& they have to es own Intereſt and 
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Party, are admired and applauded, what will be 
the Conſequence ? — The impartial Study of the 
Scriptures will be diſcouraged, and your Miniſters 
become the moſt //ervile of Men.—Y our Cauſe - 
will waſte, and dwindle into Contempt.—The 
Friends of your Civil and Religious Rights will 
condole, whilſt the Enemies of both will H 
out the Lip, and ſhake the Head, ſaying, Aba ! ſo 
Wwe would have it. But I hope far better 
things of all, and know far better things of manys 
that compoſe this Audience. You want not to 
be told, that, tho' you may not be accountable: 
to any Civil or Eccleſiaſtical Authority for your 
Conduct towards your Miniſters, you are accoun- 
table to our common Lord, and muſt with them 5 
appear before his impartial Tribiannl. : 5 
Vou will, therefore, bear with me, if Fact: 
you, by all that is valuable to you, as Chriſtians 
and Proteſtants, to be very tender of the Repura- 
tion of young Miniſters. Be not too eaſy to re- 
ceive Impreſſions to their Diſadvantage : Encreaſe 
not their Difficulties by unkind Uſage : Be fa- 
vourable to Indiſcretions: Make juſt: Allowances 
for Frailties: Juſtify their Character as far as ho- 
neſtly you may: Value what is excellent in them; 
and encourage their ſincere Endeavours to ſerve 
you by attending their Miniſtry, by receiving 
Inſtructions from them in he Spirit of Meekneſs ; 
and by efteeming them very highly in Love 
I am not for contending for more Reſpe& than 


is due, If any uſurp an unreaſonable Dominion 


over the Faith and Conſeiences of their Fellow- 
Servants, 


70 A CHaket delivered at the 
Servants, let them bear the Blame they deſerve. 
For our Part (L ſpeak for theſe my Brethren, as 
well as for my ſelf) we elaim no Authority over 
your Perſons, or over your Minds: We affect no 
Honours, that would intrench upon the Preroga- 
tives of the Redeemer: We deſire no Reſpect, 
bur for your Benefit. We can appeal to our own 
Conſciences, to our Hearers, to him, who knows 
all; chings, that we preach not our ſelves, but Chriſt 
Feſus to be the Lord, and our ſelves to be the 
Servants of the Churches for Jeſus's Sate. We 
are fully contented: with the Office of being 
Helpers' of your Foy, without the vain and un- 
chriſtian Pretence of having Dominion over your 
Faith *.———— But I need not enlarge on what 


| hath been ſo well recommended in the Sermon. 


ee carneſtly entreat you to aſſiſt us in our 
Work by your Prayers to God for us; by inſtruct- 
ing all under your Care in the Principles and Du- 
ties of the Chriſtian Life. Let private Devotion 

be practiſed : Let Family-worſhip be maintain'd ; 
and the Service of God in the Church regular- 
ly attended upon. We warn you, #0 to hold the 
Truth in Unrighteouſneſs *, nor to uſe your Liber- 


ty for an Occafion to the Fleſh, but by Love to 
ſerve one another. As Fellow-workers with one 


another under God, wwe beſeech you that ye receive 
not his Grace in vain . That ye adorn the Doctrine 
of God our Saviour, by living blameleſs and harm- 
leſs, and without Rebuke, in the Midf# of an evil 


and . Comer ation, as becomes the Sons of 


God, 


7. iv. "A 3 2 Cor. i. 24. 4 Rom. i. 18. 
5 Gal. v.13. #2" Orr. vi. 1: 
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God, and the Heirs of Everlaſting Glory. Your 
other Reſpe&, whatever it be, will not ſatisfy us 
without this: For we ſeek not yours but you. 2 Cor. 
xii. 14. For you we give up many Advantages in 
Life, which in other Employments we might 


paoſſibiy have ſecured : For you we lay out our Time 


- and Strength in Study, in Prayer, and in Preaching. 
We bear you upon our Hearts in our publick Miniſ- 
trations, and private Retirements. Do not grieve 
our Hearts and weaken our Hands by your Un- 
fruitfulneſs under our Miniſtry, by your unchriſ- 
tian Converſations. Let your regular and holy 
Lives be our Leiters of Commendation, to be known 
and read of all Men. 2 Cor. iii. 1, 2. Then would 

we deſpiſe the Ignorance and Perverſeneſs of thoſe 
_ unreaſonable Men, who deny our Miſſion z would 
_ rejoice even now; and look forward with Tranſ- 
port to that glorious Day, when faithful Miniſ- 
ters and pious People ſhall meer in the Temple 
of God above, and with unceaſing Harmony join 
with the General Aſſembly and Church of the Firſt- 
born, in that Divine Hymn of Praiſe, | 

Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power be unto 


bim, that ſitteth upon the Throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever. 
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